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-:-   INTRODUCTION.  -:- 

The  subject  of  this  monograph  points  to  v/hat  v/as 
practically  a  lost  chapter  in  the  early  history  of  t'aryland, 
until  m  the  year  ISB*^,  ''r  Henry  C.  Murphy  then  correspond- 
ing member  of  the  Long  Island  Historical  Society,  led  by  his 
antiquarian  predij-ict ion,  discovered  in  an  old  book  store  in 
Amsterdam  a  Manuscript,  that  proved  to  be  as  valuable  for  the 
reinterpretat ion  of  a  certain  section  of  eai'ly  Maryland  his- 
tory,  as  the  Sinaitic  Manuscript,  for  the  reconstruction  of 
the  gospels. 

The  Manuscript  that  Mr.  Murphy  discovered,  v/as  the 
record  or  journal  of  two  commissioners,  sent  out  by  a  pe- 
culiar religious  coiTimunity,  that  had  originated  in  a  defec- 
tion from  the  Reformed  Church  of  tne  Netherlands,  to  dis- 
cover in  the  new  world  a  suitable  place  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  colony  that  should  perpetuate  their  principles. 
Prior  to  the   discovery  of  this  dociraent,  it  was  indeed  tra- 
ditionally known  that  a  peculiar  sect  of  people  called  Lab- 
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aeLif.ts  hau  settled  on  the  estates  of  Augustine  Herman  in 
the  first  half  of  the  seventeenth  Century.     Nor  had  the 
the  fact  only  a  traditional  basis,  for  there  v/ere  indeed 
fragmentary  references  to  these  people,  in  the  early  records 
of  the  State, and  in  historical  manuscripts .as  well  as  occa- 
sional  isolated  notices  in  contemporarj''  v/riters.     But  v/ith- 
al  ,  the  information  v;as  so  meager  as  to  preclude  the  pos- 
sibility of  an  adequate  conception  of  their  place  or  import- 
ance in  the  colonial  history  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Murphy  translated  and  published  the  M:-  .,  in  the 
Memoirs  of  the  Long  Island  Historical  Society.    He  accom- 
painied  it  with  an  introductory  sketch  of  the  rise  and  de-^i-el- 
opment  of  the  Labadists  and  their  colonial  relation   to  Bo- 
hemia Manor,  as  the  estate  of  Augustine  Herman  v;as  called. 
This  sketch,  hov/ever,  v/as  merely  an  introduction  to  the  vol- 
ume and  only  intended  to  render  the  journal  intelligible,  - 
and  to  assign  it  to  its  proper  place  among  the  historical 
docviments  of  the  State. 

Since  Mr.  Murphy's  publication,  the  Bohemia  Manor  ; 
has  received  the  attention  of  tv/o  persons  v;hose  fajnily  affil- 
iation v/ith  its  history  renders   them  peculiarly  competent 
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to  imdertake  its  recital.    I  refer  to  General  James  CJrant 
Wilson  who  delivered  an  address  on  "An  Old  Marylfead  Manor  " 
before  the  Maryland  Historical  Society  in  1B90,  and  another 
address  before  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  in  the  same 

year  on"  Augustine  Herman,  Bohemian,  lo0;->--lg8fi" ,  besides  an 

/I 
extended  sketch  of  the  Manor  in  Tne  Dutch -American  Magazine  , 

for  1336;  and  the  Pev.  Chas,  Payson  Moll'er-y  vmo  issued   a-mon- 
graph  on  "The   Ancient  Families  of  Bohemia  Manor"  in  1838  in 
the  publication  of  the  Delaware  Historical  Society  .   Both 
of  these  f^entlemen  have  approached  the  subject  as  specialists, 
for  while  each  of  them  ha^^  added  contributions  to  the  histo- 
ry of  tne  manor  proper,  neither  of  them  ha-v(^  contributed  any- 
thing  to  that  important  pi^-ce  of  its  history  a  study  of  v/hich 
is  contemplated  in  the  present  monograph.    Mr.  George  John- 
ston in  his  valuable  History  of  Cecil  County ,"  avails  himself 
of  Mr.  Murphy's  Memoir  very  considerably,  and  in  th.e  nature 
of  his  v/ork,  gives  more  attention  to  the  Labadists  than  do 
either  Gen.  Wilson  or  Mr.  Mallo^y.     But  tiie  poverty  of  a- 
vailable  sources  is  indicated  in  his  extended  |lxcerpts  from 
Mr  .  Murphy  '  s  voliune  . 

It  sejms  unfortunate  that  an  important  chapter  in 


eccliastical  history  of  colonial  Maryland  sho-ild  so  long 
have  lailec.  of  commensurate  study  and  treatment,  and  this 
seems  too ,  remarkable  in  view  of  the  fact  that  few  feat^ires 
of  Maryland's  early  history  have  suffered  lack  of  attention. 

As  already  indicated  hc.-ever,  the  failure  of  historians  to 

iA 
give, the  Labadist  settlement  its  duo  proportion  of  attention 

arose  from  the  hitherto  unavailability  of  material.     There 
is  indeed  no  lack  of  materials  for  the  history  of  the  Laba- 
dists,  but  s^^ch  materials  have  been  inaccessible  because  ,v;ith 
X  few  exceptions,  not  to  be  found  in  this  6('untry. 

With  the  conviction  that  a  full  and  adequate  study 
of  these  people  v/ho  established  themselves  in  Maryland  and 
foundoda  religious  and  industrial  community  on  her  soil 
v;ould  'le  an  important  contribution  to  Maryland. '  s  er-r  ly  histo- 
ry, and.  particularl;  {-ive  to  the  history  of  Bohemia  Manor  the 
requisite  proportional  symmetry,  the  present  writer  undertook 
to  discover  and  to  obtain  from  abroad  r-s  large  a  mimber  as 
possible  of  the  original  sources  and  authorities  bjar-ing  upon 
the  subject.    This  research  has  resulted  in  tiie  collation 
of  a  number   of  volumes  of  inestimable  importance,  not  only 

for  the  study  of  the  Labadists  themselves,  in  their  rise, 

-    A     - 


development  and  decline,  but  Cf  that  system  of  doctrine  and 
religious  polity  and  administration,  v.rhich  v/ers  so  faithfully 
reproduced  by  the    colony  beyond  the  seas.    These  vol^'omes 
in  connection  with  the  materials  already  at  hand,  make  possi- 
ble a  study  of  the  Labadists  in  their  relation  to  Bohemia 
Manor  such  as  v/as  previously  iraprac  ti  cally .    This  paper 
then  is  an  attempt  at  such  a  study. 

Before  closing;;  this  introduction  it  is  fitting  that 
due  acknov;ledgment  should  be  made  to  Rev.  George  A.  Leakin 
w:io   stimulated  the  writer's  early  enquiries  by  permitting 
the  perusal  oi'  an  unnrinted  paper,  which  !'r.  Leakin  had  read 
before  the  Historical  Seminary  oi'  Johns  HoT)hins  Hniversity. 
The  writer  is  also  indebted  fo)'  consultation  and  suf^gestion 
to  Mr.  ■^'■.  J.  Shimeck  and  Rev.  P.  D.  Ch^da  prominent  Bohemian 
citizens  of  Baltimore. 


-:-   GKAPTER  I.  -:- 
- : -   DOCTRINES  AND  PRACTICES  OF  TK£  LAEADISTS . - : - 

In  making  a  study  of  any  of  the  mino)'  ecclesiastical 
organizations  v/hich  settled  in  Ainei'ica  in  the  early  stages 
of  its  history,  the  interest  of  the  student  of  Amei-ican 

geneses  is  chiefly  engaged  by  the  questions:   What  immediate 

■"1 
influence  did  this  organization  exercise^  and  what  was  its 

pei'manent  conti'ibution  to  the  religious  or  civil  life  of  the 
section  w}iere  its  history  was  developed?   But  t}iese  are 
questions  which  can  obtain  no  satisfactoi-y  answer  until  a 
thorough  study  has  been  made  of  the  doctrines  and  practices 
of  the  sect  in  connection  with  the  time,  place,  and  condition 
in  which  it  operated.    The  mere  fact  of  permanency  or  per- 
X)etuation,  or  the  lack  of  this  signifies  little  to  the  his- 
torical student,  unless  the  cause   of  such  continuance  or 
decline  can  be  logically  indicated.    Hence  the  priority  of 
importance  in  the  study  of  such  a  sect  as  the  Labadists  seem^f 
to  attach  to  the  life  of  the  oi-gani-aation  as  embodied  in  its 
tenets,  and  illustrated  in  its  practices. 

Labadism  v/as  a  late  product  of  that  spirit  of  re- 
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form  v/hich  inaugurated  the  Pr-otestant  system, /^   Theologically; 
it  belonged  to  the  school  of  Calvin,   In  its  spii'it  however, 
it  was  in  the  direct  line  of  that  vein  of  mysticism  which 
is  met  with  throughout  the  entire  history  of  the  Christian 
church.    In  the  mode  of  life  which  it  prescribed,  it  was 
confoi-mable  to  that  sentiment  of  ideal  brotherhood,  which 
though  noi  distinctwaiy  a  Christian  conception  has  ever  been 
a  favorite  mode  of  representing  the  fellowship  of  Christian 
believers. 

Its  theology  was  not  distinctive  enough  to  differ- 
entiate it  from  the  Reformed  Church  of  the  Netherlands,  of 
which  Labadism  was  an  offshoot.   Hut  there  .vere,  cei'tainly, 
individual  characteristics  in  Labadism  sufficient  to  jive 
it  a  cast  and  character  quite  distinct  from  that  of  the  es- 
tablished church.   Yet,  as  will  be  noticed  later,  these  dis- 
tinctive elements  in  Labadism  embraced  no  principle  vital 
enough  to  insure  their*  perpetuation.    At  best,  Labadism  was 
a  sporadic  effox't  to  effect  a  i-cfoi-ra  in  the  established 
chui'ch,  to  infuse  a  sentiment  of  deeper  fervor  m  its  formal 
administrations,  and  to  awaken  m  the  believer  the  mystical 
spirit  by  enjoining  austerities  of  life,  abnegation  of  tlie 
flesh  and  renunciation  of  the;  world.    Oi"iginally,  the  idea 
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of  the  early  advent   of  Christ  served  to  stimulate  the  adher- 
ents of  Labadism  to  practice  such  severities  as  v/ere  pre- 
scribed, but  later  this  became  a  declining  factor  m  church 
dicipline.    Yet  it  is  by  no  means  correct  to  assign  Laba- 
dism to  the  category  of  those  adventist  sects,  which  have  at 
different  times  had  a  bi'ief  existence  as   pr-ophets  of  the 
cominf^  of  the  Millenial  Kingdom  at  some  definitely  designa- 
ted  time;  only  to  decline  when  the  time  of  the  proclaimed 
advent  had  passed  by.   It  v/as  a  church  of  the  advent  only  to 
the  extent, and  in  the  sense  that  such  a  designation  would 
apply  to  the  apostolic  church  itself.    Its  millenial  hopes 
then,   were  not  an  essential  part  of  the  system  itself,  but 
the  expression  of  that  spirit  of  profound  pietism,  which  m 
response  to  the  announcen.ent :   "Behold  I  come  quickly"  yearn- 
ingly respond&"even  so,comer  Lord  Jesus," 

The  influences  that  shaped  Labadism  must  be  sought  in 
the  theological  controversies  of  the  day — contr'oversies  muc'n, 
as  one  of  the  Dutch  writers  expresses  it, "warmed  the  head  and 
cooled  the  heart."   The  Cartesian  and  Ar-istot  elian  schools 
of  philosophers  found  their  counterparts  in  the  chui-ch,  in 
the  adhei-ents  respectively  of  John  Kock  and  Gysbert  Voet. 
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Fi'om  these  nai:;es  the  two  schools  wei'e  called  Cocceian  and 
Voetian.  Tne   latter  was  the  mox'e  evangelical,  but  the  for- 
mer was  the  mora   influential.   Undei*  Cocceian  influence,  so 
lax  had  the  church  become  that  many  left  its  cormn-union;  others 
considered  its  ministration  as  more  useless  formalism.    It 
was  not  strange  then,  that  as  the  pastors  went  before  into 
strange  paths,  the  sheep  followed  them.   Moral  laxity  came  to 
be  liiilitly  regarded,  religion  was  lai-jety divorced  from  life, 
the  Sabbath  became;  a  day  of  general  pleasure-peeking,  and  at 
Utrecht  it  was  the  day  when  all  manner  of  frivol  ties  found 
their  greatest  number  of  votaries.   This  will  inadequately 
serve  to  indicate  the  condition  of  affairs  at  the  time  when 
the  name  of  Jean  de  Labadie  was  becoming  to  the  minds  of  many, 
the  assurances  of  a  wide  reaching  and  thorough  refonn  in 
the  Dutch  Church.   A  siibsequent  chapter  will  develop  the 
life  and  influence  of  this  remarkable  man.^'  Impregnated  as 
he  was  with  a  spirit  of  profound  mysticism,  and  burning  with 
a  zeal  which  passed  into  fanaticism,  he  easily  secured  wide 
attention  and  exerted  a  potent  influence.    In  the  course  of 

his  preaching  he  enunciated  principles  and  expounded  tenets 

t 
which  became  crystalized  into  a  system  of  faith  and  practice 

for  the  government  of  the  new  church  v/hich  was  established 
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v/hen  the  hopes  of  intei'nal  ^'eform  m  the  I'egular  communion 
appeared  at  last,  tc  Labadie  and  his  followers,  to  be  fu- 
tile.  It  was  this  theological  system  which  vas  transplanted 
by  the  Labadist  Colonists  to  the  soil  of  Maryland,  in  the 
hopes  that  it  mi^ht  there  find  conditions  more  congenial  for 
its  propagation,  than  were  offered  in  i^urope.    Having  seen 
something  of  the  condition^ which  favored  the  origination  of 
Labadism,  an  examination  of  the  system  itself  can  now  be 
undertaken. 

As  has  been  already  stated,  in  their  fxindamental 
doctrines  they  were  Calvinists ^and  entirely  consonant  with 
the  teachings  of  the  Reformed  Church.    But  they  differea 
from  the  theologians  of  their  time,  $3;^  in  tlieir  dogma  of 

(i) 

the  church  of  Christ  and  in  other  important  particulars.   The 

progressive  plan  of  God  for  the  salvation  of  the  race  was 

I'epresented  as  embraced  in  foui*  covenants.    The  first  was 

one  of  nature  and  of  woi-ks  entered  into  w^ith  Adam  in  his 

f 

representative  capacity.    This  was  a  race-covenant  and  was 

based  on  the  laws  of  God  as  implanted  m  human  nature.    On 

its  faithful  observance  depended  human  freedom  and  etex*nal 

(1)  Historisch  Verhael  Nopende  der  Labadisten  Sche'hringh,  Pre- 
face V. 
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life.   This  law  having  been  inTraet-e^  by  Adam,  ;uanJcind  .vas 
pliinged  into  hopeless  misery.    Put  God  looked  in  compassion 
on  his  fallen  children,  and  fi-om  the  inexaustible  resources 
of  his  goodness  developed  another  plan  for  saving  a  portion 
of  the  race.   This  was  embraced  in  the  second  covenant  "more 
excellent  and  noble   than  the  first"  (1)  that  of  <>;race.   By 
this  covenant  tl:ose  who  came  under  it  were  perfectly  recon- 
ciled with  God,  their  sins  pardoned  and  themselves  restored 
to  His  l('/e  and  grace,  through  the  merits  of  the  Savior. 
This  second  covenant  continued  in  effect  until  the  coming 
of  Christ.    But  during  this  period  there  was  established  a 
special  covenant  with  Abraham,  the  benefits  of  wnich  were 
enjoyed  by  his  children  after  the  flesh,  and  those  w^ho  be- 
came his  spiritual  children  by  entering  into  his  belief.   The 
sign  oftiiis  covenant  was  circumcision,  and  those  who  received 
it  were  the  faithful  and  the  elect.   But  b-=sides  this  special 
covenant  with  Abraham,  the  general  covenant  of  grace  continued 
in  full  force.    This  persisted  until  sJrit«E«it-ly  super(jeded  by 


(1)  Catechismu?,  of  christelyke  and -^wyzinge  etc.   P.Du  Lig- 
non.  Part  III.  '' 
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the  third  covenant,  'vvhich  was  cei'emonial  and  antJLtyiii.ca_l.. . 
This  was  entei-ed  into  by  God  on  the  one  hand  and  Moses  and 
the  people  of  Israel  on  the  othex*.   Ky  it  Israel  became  a  ' 
theocracy.   (gtnd  in  reward  for  its  faithful  observance  was 
promised  the  possession  of  Canaan.    Eut  being  an  outward 
covenant  it  could  not  of  itself  lead  to  the  Kingdom  of  grace; 
It  was,  however,  a  type  of  the  spiritual  Kingdom,  and  like 
a  school-master,  it  was  to  lead  to  Christ.   It  was  essential- 
ly diJferent  from  the  covenant  of  grace.  Du  Lignon  says  of 
it,  that  it  v/as  typical,  ceremonial,  literal  and  entirely 
external,  hence  only  designed  as  temporary,  in  order  to  set 
forth  the  grace  and  truth  of  Christ  by  symbols.  (1)  The  Is- 
raelites were  united  to  God  by  both  the  covenant   of  grace 
and  this  outward  covenant  as  well,  but  all  other  races  could 
now  bti  united  to  God  only  by  the  outwai'd  covenant.    But 
this  ceremonial  covenant   was  onl./  intended  to  pi'epare  the 
way  for  the  reception  of  Christ.    As  Christ  had  been  mani- 
fested in  the  time  of  the  patriarchs  by  sacraments, promises, 
visions  and  the  communication  of  his  spirit,  so  now  under 


(1)  Catechism. III^_^  16  ;Ji.ucleria  p.  99  V.  V;  Koelman,  Kistori- 

sch.  Verhael_  p.  252;Yvon,  De  regten  aard  van  t  oude  en  niemve 
V  e  I-  b  ond  f4;rri  t-  o  ga-d-gr s"-et^ . ,  -  1 2  - 


the  covenant  with  Israel,  ^e  was  fevealed  by  fuller  and  more 
frequent  pi'oph^sies,  by  sacraments  and  shadows,  by  revela- 
tions and  appeai'ancfcjs  ,  and.  by  the  outpouring  of  his  Spii'it. 
"  ut  the  fourth  and  last  covenant  was  the  consuiTia- 
tion  of  the  revelation  of  Christ  and  of  the  plan  of  Salvatioa. 
It  differed  from  the  covenant  entered  into  with  Adam  m  that 
it  was  not  hidden  under  a  cloak  of  ceremonials.    It  v/as  also 
a  covenant  of  fulfillments  instead  of  one  of  promise;  it  was 
clearer,  holier  and  mor-e  exalted  than  its  predecessors. 
Faith  was  its  condition,  obedience  its  sign.    It  included 
in  its  gracious  provisions  only  the  elect.    The  heart  was 
conceived  of  as  a  tablet  osx   .vhich  was  inscribed  the  law  of 
love.    Pardon,  holiness  and  salvation  were  its  fruits.  This 
covenant  placed  the  renev/ed  spii-it,  which  it  provided,  in 
contradistinction  to  tne  v/orks  of  the  law.    The  new  spi'"it 
made  possible  a  new  life.   The  syisnbols  of  this  covenant  as 
instituted  by  Christ  were  baptism.,  and  the  Lord's  Supper,  When 
the  Loi'd  had  sealed  tnis  covenant  by  his  death  and  ascension, 
he  sent  the  Holy  Spirit  to  lead  his  elect  into  it,  and  to 

keep  them  under  its  provisions.    The  v.'ork  of  the  Spirit  was 

a 
to  ci'eate  in  the  believer,  feeling^  of  sonship  and  of  peni- 
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tence  foi'  sin,  so  as  to  lead  him  to  resign  himself  entirely 
to  God,  to  Christ,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  by  which  act  he 
would  be  made  a  new  creation,  and  his  suul  be  possessed  by 
God  for  time  and  etei-nity. 

The  Holy  Spii-it  is  conceived  of  as  opei-ating  through 
the  Scriptures'^',  the  administration  of  the  sacraments  as  the 
mor'e  direct  v/ay  of  immediate  communication  to  the  souls  of 
the  elect  or  faithful;  his  presence  in  the  heart  being  indi- 
cated by  the  conduct  of  the  believer.    The  church  was  to  be 
a  cominunity  of  the  elect  kept  separate  from  the  -vorld  by  its 
purs  teachings.    This  church  was  to  be  'Liniversal  and  holy, 
comprehending  all  bel^avex-s  irr-.-spective  of  denominational 
titles;  the  love  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Christ  Jesus,  being 
the  common  bond.    Outside  of  this  church  thei*e  was  no  safety 
and  from  it  there  could  be  no  severance.  (1)   It  was  to  be 
distinguished  by  two  great  periods,  the  one  of  sorrow,  con- 
flict, work  and  crosses,  the  other  of  tri-omph  and  honor,  the 

(1)  Het  Heylige  voor  de  Heyligen,  p^  724,£ucleria  p.  152. 
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millenial  reign  on  earth  of  the  church  triiainphant.  (1) 

Though  the  true  spiritual  church  v;as  composed  only 
of  those  separated  from  all  worldlmess,  yet  the  ciiurch  or- 
ganizations'contained  many  who  were  alien  to  God,  uncirciom- 
cised,  impure  and  abominations  ol'  desolation  .  (2)    These 
were  represented  as  having  crept  into  the  fold  and  with  such 
the  members  of  the  true  cxiurch  were  to  have  no  communion. 
This  doctrine  of  the  absolute  separation  of  the  believer 
from  the  \inbeliever  was  one  of  wide  reaching  consequence. 
To  it  is  directly  attributable  the  communal  mode  of  life 
adopted  by  the  Labadist's.  (3)    And  m  its  ri^id  application 
it  made  it  the  duty  of  husband  and  v/ife  to  separate,  if 

either  were  not  of  the  elect  church.    The  elect  church  ia«-.' 

^  /■ 

"t-ejp-  >«»came  , synonymous  with  the  church  of  the  Labadists,  so 
that  a  Labadist  could  not  be  lav/fully  united  to  one  who  v/^as 


(1)  Le  HerFtent  du  grand  roy  Jeaus,  au  eclairciST?sement  de  la 
doctrine  de  Jean,  de  Labadie,  pasteui-  sui*  le  re^ne  gloris-ox 

de  Jesus ...Ohriai,.   Catechismus  ttc.-^  Du  Lignon  III,  18,r  H,  van 
Demeter,-'  "Saatste  monarchie"  in  his  work;De  opend  van  J,  G. 

(2)  Eucleria  p,  202.,  196, 

(3)  Du  Lignon,  Gatechis.  Ill- V/edergeboren  of  geen  Christen- 

De  Labadie. 
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outside  of  his  profession.    This  necessary  consequence  of 
the  doctrine  of  tht  sepax'ation  of  believers  was  embodied  in 
an  explicit  tenet  as  follows: — boide  personen  begenadigd  en 
vfedef-^Bj^hoven   zyn,  oradat  anders  het  huwelyk  niet  heili^i  kan 
zyn,  en  een  >ieloovxge  nioe*.  geen  juk  aandoen  met  een  angeloo- 
vige  (1)   The  pi-actice  of  tliis  article  of  their  faith  by  the 
Labadists  in  Maryland  and  its  important  bearings  will  be 
examined  latei*. 

Besides  the  separation  of  the  believei",  another  im- 
portant element  of  the  new  covenant  was  freedom  from  tne 
dominion  of  law.   The  only  law  to  which  the  believer  was 
sxibject  was  the  new   law  of  the  spir-it  and  of  love.    The  ef- 
fect of  this  doctrine  as  applied  by  tiie  Labadists,  v/as  not 
only  to  nullify  the  ceremonial  system  of  the  Old  Testament, 
but  to  reduce  to  a  position  of  incidental  importance  all  of 
its  specil'ic  moral  injunctions.   With  this  conception,  the 


(l)"Eoth  persons  must  be  pardoned  and  regenei'ated  because 
otherwise  the  marr'iage  cannot  be  considered  holy;  ana  a  be- 
liever iiiay  not  assume  the  yoke  v;ith  an  unbeliever"  Catechis- 
mus  in  ,  Du  Lignon.  -i^^SrQcsg^  Manage  Ghr6t  ien-Yvon. 
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lav/  of  Sabbath  observance  lost  its  importance.    It  ceased 
to  be  honored  among  them,  and  was  considex'ed  merely  a  part 
of  the  old  Jev/ish  system.    Their  aj'gvauents  for  its  discon- 
tinuance v/erw  that  all  days  were  alike  sacred  to  God's  ser- 
vice, and  that  Christ  and  the  Father  work&d-alv;ays.    But  in 

S 
effect  the  Labadist  did  observe  the  Sabbath  as  a  rcst  day, 

but  not,  as  they  assent,  on  account  of  their  o-.vn  conscien- 
tious scruples,  but  in  consideration  for  those  of  others,  I.n  '^i. 
other  v/oi'ds,  so  tnat  they  might  not  render  themselves  legally 
amenable  for  its  mfi'action,  either  to  the  Estatc:s  of  the 
Provinces  in  the  case  of  the  mothei'  community,  or  to  the  As- 
sembly of  Maryland  m  the  case  of  tiie  daughter  church.  (1) 

As  nonu  save  the  ti'ue  believer  were  included  in 
the  new  covenant,  so  evidently  no  otner  had  a  right  to  the 
signs  and  seals  of  this  covenant.    This  was  the  basis  of 
the  Labadist  doctrines  concerning  the  Lord's  Supper  and  bap- 
tism,   aptism,  accor-ding  to  the  Labadist  formula,  insured 
v/ashing  away  of  sins  and  the  sealing  of  a  new  covenant  of 
grace  with  God.  (2) 


(1)  Eucleria  106.  V.  V. 

{1)    Let-r  van  den  h.  doop  en  desselfs  zuivere  bedienmg  etc., 

Yvon, 
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Infant  baptism  was  dxscountenanced,  because  it  could 
not  be  told  beforehand  whether  the  child  v;ould  ^row  up  as 
the  elect  of  God,  in  grace,  or  increase  in  sins.   The  time 
for  administration  of  baptism  was  admitted  to  be  somewhat  of 
an  open  question.    They  appealed  to  the  early  fathers  of 
the  church  foi*  confirmation  of  tlie  proprieti'  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  baptism  only  upon  confession  of  Christ,   Yet  the 
baptism  of  the  children  of  believers  was  not  actually  pro-  ■ 
scribed  by  the  Labadist.    In  lieu  of  infant  baptism  the  c  . 
child  was  brought  before   the  church,  presented,  consecrated 
and  blessed. 

The  Lord's  Supper  was  also  limited  to  those  who  were 
beneficiai'ies  of  the  new  covenant  (1).  And  th^ise  coiild  not 
partake  of  it  if  they  were  conscious  of  sin,  for  only  when 
the  believer  v;as  in  full  communion  wiih  Clii-ist,  was  he  wor- 
thy to  partake  of  this  saci'aruent  .  So  strenuously  did  they 
exact  the  requirement  of  being  spiritually  prepared  to  par- 
take of  the  Lord's  Supper  that  they  asserted  thai^ , that  it 


(1)  He  heylige  voor  de  heyligen,  of  van  het  wetti^nt-jfangen 
en  recht  uytdeelen  des  H.  Avondinaals  etc,  by  'i^.Yvon, 
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■.vere  bettei'  tliat  the  sacrament  should  not  be  i.dniinistered  at 
all,  than  that  an  unwox'thy  person  should  partake  of  it. 

In  addition  to  the  sacranients  and  preaching,  the  new 
covenant  provided  for  the  study  of  the  Scriptures  as  a  meaiiiin 
of  communication  between  the  Holy  Spii'it  and  Vr.e   Church, 
This  v.ras  insisted  on  strongly  by  the  Labadists.    But  yet, 
they  i'sisted  quite  as  strongly  that  v/hile  the  reading  of 
the  Bible  waa  a  mediuir.  ol'  corranunicatioxi  for  the  Holy  Spirit^ 

the  Spirit  v.'as  not  limited  to  any  medium,  and  even  though 

not 
the  Bible  was  read,  the  believer  could  not  fail  to  be  m- 
/ 

stinicted  immediately  by  the  Spirit  in  all  Christian  doctrine. 
The  efl'ect  of  this  preaching  was  to  cause  the  place  and  im- 
portance of  the  Bible  to  be  underestimated,  (1)   Yet  the 
preaching  of  the  word  v/as  obligatory  on  the  par"t  of  the 
teachers;   and  the  speaking  bi'othei-s  v/ere  also  commissioned 
to  interpi-et  and  to  apply  it  to  their  hearers. 

Labadism  was  essentially  a  mystical  form  of  faith, 
teaching  supreme  reliance  upon  the  inward  illumination  of 
the  Spirit,     And  yet  a  reading  of  the  works  of  Yvon  and  Du 

Lignon,  who  were  next  highest  in  authoi'ity  among  the  Labadis^ 

founder  of  the 
to  the  sect  himself,  does  not  shov/  the  Labadists  to  have 

been  nearly  the  excessive  enthusiasts  and  fanatical  degener- 
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ates  *:hat  a  perusal  of  the  v/or-ks  of  some  of  tneii*  enemies    4 
would  impress  one  that  they  were.    Ti-ue,  Labadie  himself,  wa 
was  a  pr'ofound  mystic,  seeing  visions  and  hearing,  voices, 
receiving  revelations  as  to  his  course  and  conduct,  and  thei's- 
by  discrediting  himself  with  many  intelligent  admirers  of 
his  fearless  eloquence  and  reforming  zeal. 

This  pej'haps  will  suffice  for  an  examination  of  the 
theology  of  Labadism;as  accurate  and  as  thorough  as  the  limi- 
tations of     space  .  and  of  the  scope  of  this  paper  will 
permit.    In  this  system  of  theology  will  be  found  many  of 
the  elements  of  weakness  .vhich  prevented  from  being  realized 
the  hopes  of  the  Labadists-- that  m  America  their  faith 
would  find  ready  propagation,  the  borders  of  their  church 
unlimited  extension,  and  their  apostolic  doctrines  and  prac- 
tices be  insured  per'petuation. 

Systems  of^faith  do  not  readily  adapt  themselves  to 

changed  conditions.     If  the  new  conditions  are  favorable 

they  persist,  if  unfavorable  they  die.    But  this  is  not  true 

of  the  customs  and  cc^remonials  of  religion.    These  are 

flexible,  and  by  conformity  to  environment^,  may  assiome  a  new 

character.    So  that  v/hen  we  come  to  examine  the  distinctive 

features  of  the  communal  life  of  the  Labadists,  due  regard 
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must  be  had  i  o  change  of  environments  in  predicating  of  the 
Maryland  settlement,  what  the  contemporary  soui'ces  reveal  as 
the  practices  of  the  mother  church.   Yet  even  in  customary 
religion,  radical  changes  are  usually  matters  of  growtii  and 
development,  rather  than  the  effect  of  immediate  and  arbi- 
trary adaptation.    In  Maryland,  likewise  in  Europe,)  the 
Labadist  community  had  a  brie:'  career   ,  the  whole  period 
of  its  existence  'oeing  compassed  within  the  span  of  half  a 
century.    &it  wSoare  by  no  means  reduced  to  the  logic  of 
inference  in  picturing  the  house  life  of  the  Labadists  in 
Maryland,  for  the  points  of  conformity  to  and  departure  from 
the  observances  of  the  European  comj-nunities  can  be  faithfully  . 
indicated  from  t^e  contemporary  accoionts  of  the  Maryland 
Labadists  , preserved  to  us  m   the  writings  of  Peter  Dittleback 
(1)  and  Samuel  Bownas  (2)  as  v/ell  as  such  side  lights  as  may 
be  found  in  the  journal  of  Sluyter  and  Dankei's,  the  commis-  '^^ 
siohers  sent  out  by  the  Lapodists  to  discover  a  suitable  site 


(1)  A  pi'ominent  member  of  the  Labadist  couirnanity  at  Weiwar^J 
who  defected  and  afterwards  v;^rote  a  work  entitled  the"Deciine 
and  Fall  of  tiie  Labadists"  (Verval  en  val  Labadisten). 
(8)  An  account  of  the  life  Travels  and  Ghi'istian  experiences 
in  the  V/ork  of  the  Mmisti'y  of  Samuel  bownas  8  vo.  London 
175G,  p.  58-59. 
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for  a  colony  in  tlie  new  viovld. 

The   coinmunity  at  Weiward  (1)  v/as  designated  the 
mother  community,  all  otliers  were  styled  dau^-hter  commvtnities 
Pieere  Yvon  as  successor  of  de  Labadie  was  the  Father  of 
the  whole  church.    With  him  were  associated  a  niJiiiber  of 
governors  or  sviperintendents  who  met  in  an  assembly  for  the 
transaction  of  business  of  importance.   The  superintendents 
comprised  '-he  speaking  brothers  or  ministei-s,  and  the  more 
eminent  of  the  women.     Sometimes  theif  was  held  a  general 
assembly  including  in  its  composition  all  the  members  of 
the  community  above  the  rank  of  novice.     Unquestioning 
obedience  to  those  placed  over  them,  on  the  part  of  every 
brother  and  sister  was  rigidly  exacted.  But  as  in  the  case  of 
the  pioneer  American  Methodist  superintendents,  the  condi- 
tions admittedo  of  a  more  autocratic  system  of  church  govern- 
ment in  America  than  was  necessary  or  would  perhaps  have  been 

countenanced  in  the  oldei*  communion.   So  that,  Dittleback 

us  „ 

assures  that  Peter  Sluyter  the  superintendant  or  bishop  of 


(1)   EuLignon  Catechis.  III.  Chap.  9-13^  Kort  onderrichtingo 
rakends  den  staet  en  maniere  van  het  leven  der  Labad. 
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the  Maryland  community  arrogated  to  himself  and  his  wife  ab- 
solute authority  in  the  adininistration  of  the  affairs  of  the 
society  and  totally  ignored  the  provisions  for  consultation 
with  the  assembly  of  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  higher  or- 
ders, v/hich  was  a  part  of  the  Labadist  system. 

Each  member  of  the  community  had  his  or  her  assign- 
ment of  v/ork  and  duties.     Sluyter  was  a  good  superinten- 
dant  of  industrial  affairs,  as  well  as  spiritual ; and  order 
and  system  of  a  most  admirable  character  prevailed  in  all 
departments  of  the  Ladist  society. (1)  Some  were  in  charge  of 
the  laundry,  ot?iers  of  the  culinary  operations,  i^):      Others 
again  were  nurses  and  physicians.    To  such  minute  details 
did  the  regulations  extend  that  Dittleback  assures  us  that 
a  register  was  kept  of  the  number  of  pieces  of  bread  and  but- 
ter consvuned  at  a  meal.   Eaen  i«4i-v-i-«iti«.l  family  had  its 
dwelling,  larger  or  smaller*  according  to  its  needs.    The 
larger  rooms  were  frequently  divided  into  smaller  compart- 
ments for  the  economizing  of  space.   All  rooms  vei'e  at  all 
times  open  to  the  pastors  and  those  who  held  oversight  in 


(1)  Labadie  en  de  Labpdisten  H<  van  Eerkixm,  Part  2.  p.  113. 
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theii*  naine. 

Those  who  joined  the  comiiiunity  resigned  to  the  coui- 
inon  stock  all  their  possessions.   Individuality  in  a*  tire 
was  largely  suppressed.   All  jewelry,  oi'naments  and  fine 
clothing  v/sre  prohibited,  and  simplicity  of  attire  enjoined 
upon  all  alike.   "The  haughtiness  oi  the  worldy  spirit  must 
be  subdued"  was  a  tenet  far  reaching,  and  v/ell  understood 
by  each  member  of  the  community,  (1)   To  secure  suitable 
humility  of  bpirit  =ind  abnegation  of  the  flesh,  not  only  were 
all  worldy  vanities  proscribed,  but  degrading  tasks  were  of- 
ten assigned  those  suspected  of  pride,  so  tliat  'hey  might 
gain  a  laudable  conquest  of  the  flesh. 

Their  table  discipline  v;as  a  marked  feature  with 
the  Labadists,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  extract  from 
the  autobiography  of  Samuel  Eovrnas:--"  After  we  had  dined  we 
took  oi;r  leave  and  a  friend,  my  guide  went  with  me  and  brou 
brought  me  to  a  people  called  Labadists,  v/here  we  were  c iy i  1_" 
ly  entei'tained  in  theii*  way.    When  supper  came  in,  it  was 
placed  upon  a  large  table  in  a  large  room,  where,  when  all 

(1)  Wei-eldsche  vercierselen-  Yvon.    Gatschis.  Ill,  Chap,  9. 
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things  were  ready,  came  in  at  a  call  tv/enty  men  or  upwards 
but  no  v/omen.   We  all  sat  dov/n,  thty  placing  me  and  my  com- 
panion near  the  head  of  the  table,  and  having  passed  a  short 
space,  one  pulled  off  his  hat,  but  not  so  the  rest  till  a 
short  space  after,  and  tlien  they  ,  one  after  another,  pulled 
all  their  hats  off,  and  in  that  unconcerrved  posture  sat  si- 
lent, uttering  no  word  that  we  could  hear  for  nearly  half  a 
quart ei'  of  an  hour;  and  as  they  did  not  uncover  at  once,  so 
neither  did  they  cover  themselves  again  at  once,  but  as  they 
put  on  their  hats,  fell  to  eating,  not  regarding  those  v/ho 
wei'e  still  uncovered,  so  that  it  might  be  ten  minutes  time 
or  more  between  the  first  and  last  putting  on  of  their  ha^s. 
I  afterwards  queried  with  my  companion  concerning  the  reason 
of  their  condict,  and  he  gave  for  an  answer,  that  they  held 
it  unlawful  to  pray  till  they  felt  some  inward  motion  for 
the  same,  and  that   s'icret  prayer  was  more  acceptable  than 
to  uttei'  words,  and  that  it  was  most  proper  for  every  one 
to  pray  as  moved  thereto  by  the  spirit  in  their  own  minds. 
I   likewise  queried  if  they  had  no  women  amongst  them.   He 
told  me  they  had,  biit  the  women  ate  by  themselves  and  the 
men  by  themselves,  having  all  things  in  common  respecting 
their  household  affairs,  so  that  none  could  claim  any  more 


right  thaa  another,  to  any  part  of  their  stock,  whethei*  in 
trade  oi*  husbandry;  and  if  any  one  had  a  mind  to  join  with 
them,  whether  rich  or*  poor  they  must  put  what  they  had  in 
the  common  s'ock,  and  afterwards  if  they  had  a  mind  to  leave 
the  society,  they  must  likewise  leave  v/liat  they  brought,  and 
go  out  empty  handed,    Tliey  frequently  expounded  the  Scrip- 
tures among  themselves,  and  leing  a  very  large  family,  in  all 
upwards  of  a  hundred  men,  women  and  children,   carried  on 
something  of  the  manufacture  of  linen  and  had  a  large  plan- 
tation of  corn,  flax  and  hemp,  together  with  cattle  of  sever- 
al  kinds.    The  custom  of  beginning  the  meal  by  chanting  a 
psalm  which  was  the  practice  at  Weiwacd  seen.s  to  have  fallen 
into  disuse  in  the  Maryland  conuinanity.   In  other  respects, 
however,  the  observations  ff  Samuel  Bovmas  agree  vei'y  accu- 
rately with  what  we  know  to  have  been  the  custom  of  the 
mother  church, 

Aa  has  been  already  stated  the  head  of  the  community 
at  WeiwaTd  was  called  father.    All  other  full  members  in 
all  the  communities  were  brothe_i'_s_  and  sistei's   In  tiie  case  of 
mari'ieS.  persons yjt^ey  called  one  another  by  way  of  preeminence 
my  brother,  my  sister:   Those  who  had  not  yet  attained  to 
the  dignity  of  full  brothers  and  sistei'S  were  called  simply 


by  their   .     ,  ,      . 

nain^s  with  tne  conventional  preiix.   A  distinction  was  made 

between  tliS  speaking  brothers  and  sisters  and  those  of  oi-di- 
nary  degree,  the  former  being  teachers  and  pastors.   Thy  fol- 
lowing extract  from  the  Verval  en  Val  Labadisten  b,;  Peter 
Dittleback  (l)  will  gave  farther  insight  into  tiie  life  of 
the  Labadists  in  Mai-yland,  and  also  serve  to  illustrate  the 
effect  of  their  peculiar  doctrines  v/he'  put  into  actual 
practice.   He  says:--  "A  friend  of  mine  ai'r*iving  from  Sluy- 
ters  community  has  made  many  revelations  to  me  in  regai'd  to 

their  doctrine  of  marriage; He  went  there  with  a  full 

surrender  of  himself,  family, goods  and  effects.   His  peni- 
tence Sluyter  wx'ote  was  unusual.    The   letter  was  read  to  us 
at  Weiward,  and  we  rejoiced  exceedingly  over  his  convei'sion; 
but  now  since  he  has  left  them,  they  charge  and  blacken  him 
with  sin.   He  was  compelled  not  only  to  submit  to  the  morti- 
fications imposed  by  Sluyter,  but  also  to  tJ:iose  imposed  by 
Sluytei'*s  wife,  who  had  shortly  previous  ari'ived  from  Wei- 
wevd,  and  took  a  little  hand  in  mortifying.   What  they 
thought  of  at  night  had  to  be  done  somehow  durin;^  the  day, 

(1)  Letter  III.  .>TV«i  .>ti^l  <<^V.rl.fTeT.. 
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Indeed  they  made  it  so  sharp,  that  a  brothei*,  v:}io  had  bfcn  SB 
sent  over  from  Weiwurd  would  remain  with  thorn  no  longer,  and 
i-eturned  to  Weiward,  -.vhere  also  he  v/as  hi^miliated.    This 
abasing  cannot  continue  a  long  time  among  those  people.   My 
fi'iend's  wife  had  five  sniall  childi-en,  -vhom  she  br-ought  with 
her  to  this  new  cloister  discipline.    Whenevei*  she  kissed 
one  of  theiii  she  '.vas   rebuked  for  .  howing  so  natui'ally  her 

fleshly  cleaving I  could  tolerate  Weiward  in 

some  measure,  that  there  should  be  no  fire  in  the  cells,  al- 
though it  is  cold  thei-e  in  the  winter,  because  turf  is  dear, 
and  so  many  families  could  not  be  supplied  unless  at  great 
tixpense,  but  this  friend  told  rae  that  Sluyter  woulu  not  al- 
low them  to  have  any  fire,  in  ore «r  to  harden  them  and  to 
mortify  and  subdue  the  sins  of  the  body,  while  there  was  so 
much  wood  there  that  they  v/ere  obliged  to  burn  it  m  the 
fields  to  get  it  out  of  the  v^ay ;   but  Sluyter  had  his  own 
hearth  well  provided  night  and  day.   My  friend  had  never 
suffered  more  cold  and  hardship  than  among  these  people,  and 
he  frequently  made  a  fire  in  the  v/oods,  in  order  to  wai-m 
himself.   His  wife  had  no  mind  to  remain  in  this  cloister 
under  such  an  abbess,  who  censured  'hqv   at  the  time  she  had  a 
child  nux'sing  at  her  breast,  because  she  drank  too  much  at 


the  table;  and  v/hen  afterwards  she  drank  less,  because  she 
left  off  too  soon.   As  they  saw  these  things  did  not  please 
his  wife  they  began  to  talk  to  him  somewhat  more  plainly  and 
freely  concei'ning  marriage,  arguing  that  hell  '.yas  full  of 
ordinary  luarriafces,  saying  among  other  things,  these  abomni  - 
ble  words;*It  was  for  God  alone  to  judge  whether  he   cohabi- 
ted  v/ith  a  harlot  or  with  his  wife.   The  v;ife  fearful  lest 
they  should  take  hei'  husband  away  fi'om  her,  of  which  there 
had  been  at  that  place  more  than  one  instance,   sought  very 
affectionately  to  speak  to  her  husband  privately,  and  to  ex- 
hort him  to  steadfastness,  as  she  had  come  away  with  him 
from  Amsterdam,  and  was  there  in  a  strange  land  with  her 
little  cliildren.   They  had  succeeded  ,  howevei*,  v;ith  him  so 
far,  that  he  began  to  keep  himself  away  frora  her.   His  '.vife 
being  very  angry  about  it,  the  abbess  jeeringly  asked  her  if 
she  could  not  be  one  night  without  hex*  husband?   The  husband 
finally  began  to  attack  their  doctrine  about  marriage  out  of 
the  scriptures,  showing  that  the  apostles  had  not  taught  so. 
He  asked  Sl^yter  what  marriage  he_  came  of?  Wi-^ether  his  par- 
ents '.vers  not  married  in  the   ordinary  v;^ay  i        They  began  to 
wonder  at  this  man's  opposing  them  out  of  the  scriptures,  un- 
til ,  finally, he  told  them  soundly  that  all  connection  between 
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iiiin  and  them  v/as  seve-ed.   Tliey  v/ei"e  confounded,  and   went 
at  liini  another  v/ay,  saying  v/e  have  several  times  spoken 
about  marriage,  which  is  a  delicate  subject,  but  we  must  also 
say  to  you  tha*  when  there  are  any  v/ho  cannot  conduct  them- 
selves that  v.'ay  in  the  marriage  relation,  v/c;  still  tolerate 
them.    But  how  tolerate,  as  a  bi-other?  No;  but  only  as  re- 
gards coniir.unity   of  goods  and  living  together.    This  was  a 
new  trick  to  get  him  in;  but  tliey  had  alr-^ady  blabbed   too 
much.   They  did  not  look  favorably  ujjon  his  going  back  ^o 
Holland,  and  attempted  to  fi'ighten  him  from  it,  asking  him 
if  he  wei*«  not  afraid  to  trust  himself  on  the  sea,  and  fall 
from  one  pit  into  another?    But  he  persevered,  and  tne  Lord 
helped  him  and  his,  in  an  especial  manner,  to  reach  the  Fathei^ 
land  in  safety." 
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-:-  CH/.PTER  II.  -:- 

-  :  -   BOHEMIA  MANOR.  - : - 

Whatever  may  be  the  theories  concerning  the  source 
and  the  motives  of  religious  toleration  in  Colonial  Maryland, 
cer'feain  it   is  that  v/herever  i^eligiotis  toleration  has  been 
practiced,  the  result  of  the  recognition  of  the  principle  has 
been  the  attraction  or  development  of  inan  y  sects  reflecting 
various  shades  of  religious  opinion.    Hence  it  may  perhaps 
be  concluded  that  there  is  a  direct  relation  of  cause  and  ef- 
i'ect  between  the  religious  tolerance  as  practiced  by  Mary- 
land's proprietaries  and  her  religious  cosmopolitanism. 

It  is  not    however,  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  sustain 
so  general  a  thesis  as  this^but  to  claim  its  recognition  in 
considering  the  history  of  one   minor   ecclesiastical  body 
v/hich  affected  a  settlement  on  ho'-  liberal  shores.     The 
colonization  and  brief  development  on  Maryland  soil,  of  the 
Labadist  comjaunity   forms  a  chapter  curious  and  romantic  as 
v/ell  as  historically  important,  in  the  early  church  history, 
of  the  State.   Curious,  because  it  constitutes  the  first  set- 
tlement in  America  of  a  people  avowedly ^  seeking  to  reproduce 
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t;ie  Communal  practices  of  thr  Jerusalem  Church;  historically  im- 
portant because  il  links  Maryland  directly  v/ith  a  movement 
of  profoiind  significance  in  t'le  ecclesiastical  development 
of  The   Netherlands.    Romantic  it  is  too  ,  in  t;ie  incidents 
of  its  relation  to  Bohemia  Manor  one  of  the  early  manorial 

grants  of  tlie  Baltimores. 

a. 
In  order  to  understand  the  conditions  which  fOvored 

the  settlement  of  the  Labadists  in  Maryland  it  v/ill  be  well 
to  notice  the  unconscious  preparation  for  their  reception. 
This  will  entail  a  consideration  of  the  manorial  grant  of 
Lord  Baltimore  to  Augustine  Herman;  for  it  was  upon  the  lands 
thus  granted  that  the   settlement     of  the  Labadists  v/as 
effected. 

In  the  early  records  of  the  State  many  such  grants 
are  rtJcorded,  carrying  with  them  the  right  of  holding  Courts 
bMftjen  and  Courti'Leet   .     But  as  is  well  known^  the  attempt 
to  transpla.nt  to  cer-tain  American  colonies  the  system  of 
landed  aristocracy  v/ith  titular  dignities  v/hich  v/as  an  indig- 
enous development  in  England  failed,  because  of  dissimilar 
conditions  .    So  thc\t  in  Maryland  there  ai-e  scant  records 

of  baronial  courts  being  held  oi  her  various  manors.    But 
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the  system  vmdoubtedly  did  conduce  to  the  development  of 
families  such  as  the  Gpa-rolls  and  the  Bayards  v/hose  aristo- 
cratic claims  are  directly  traceable  to  an  original  endov/ment 
of  exlensi-^re  manors,  or  the  early  ac>quireinents  of  vast  land- 
ed estates  .'tipon  the  dismemberment  of   such  manors. 

Augustine  Hei^man,  "first  founder  and  seater  of  Bo- 
hemia Manor"  was  a  Bohemian  ad'^'enturer  who  made  his  way  to 
America  in  the  service  of  the  ?fest  India  Company.    He  is 
generally  believed  to  havo  been  a  native  of  Prague^^  Bohemia, 
and  born  about  the  year  1608.      This  fact  hovyever,  is  dis- 
puted^ there  being  a  German  theory  of  his  nativity.      To 
judge  from  his  manuscript  remains  ,  he  had  received  a  very 
fair  education,  which,  supplemented  by  the  opportunities  of 
his  advantageous  career  made  him  a  facile  linguist  in  French, 
Dutch,  German  and  English.     He  was  an  excellent  surveyor 
and  a  proficient  artist,  e.a    is  attested  by  the  map  of  Maryland 
..  and ,  ^Virginia ,  which  he  drev/  for  Loixl  Baltiinore,  and  the  ma  - 
terials  for  which  he  obtained  by  original  surveys.  (1) 

(1)A  copy  of  this  map  is  in  the  possession  of  the  Maryland 

Historical  Society. 
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It  is  certain  that  aftei-  his  retirement  from  the 
army  his  adventiirous  proclivities  led  him  to  undertake  vari- 
ous commercial  enterprises  in  the  services  of  the  West  India 
Company.  (1)  In  this  manner  he  came  to  Nev;  Netherlands,  though 
the  date  oT      lis  advent  into  the  Dutch  Colony  is  not  knov;n. 

There  are  varioi.ts  indications  t'-iat  the  impress  of 
his  strong  character  v/as  soon  felt  in  Nev/  Amsterdam.    He 
v/as  an  original  member  of  the  council  of  nine  men  instituted 
by  Governor"  Stuyvesant  in  lG47,and  his  name  appears  in  va- 
riovis  importf.nt  transactions  v/^hile  serving  as  a  member  of 
this  council.  (2) 

The  most  important  s-^rvico  rendered  by  him  in  con- 
nection with  Nev;  Netherlands,  judged  by  subsequent  develop- 
ments, was  the  undertaking  of  a  commission  to  Governor  Penriall 
Md . ,  relative  to  the  disputed  eastern  boundary  of  Lord  Bal- 
timore's province.  (3)    Th  -  dis])ute  had  grov/n  out  of  an 


(1)  Johnston's  History  ofCecii  Co.,  p.   35. 

(2)  Ancient  families  of  Nev;  York,  in  Nev;  York,  Genealogical  and 
Biographical  Record,  April  1878,  p.  54. 

(3)  New  York  Colonial  Documents,  Vol.  II. 
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endeavor  on  the  ]ip.rt  of  the  Dutch  authorities  of  Delaware  to 
have  the  Governor  of  Maryland  surrender  to  theta  seve  I'-al 
Dutch  refugees.  The  assembly  of  Maryland  used  this  as  an 
occasior  for  protesting  against  the  Dutch  occupation  of  what 
they  claimed  were  lands  embraced  in  the  proprietary  grant  of 
Lord  Baltimore.  T?ie  acrimonious  corres]iondence  ensuing, re- 
sulted in  the  intervention  of  Gov.  St\iy>'esant ,  who  sent  Aug- 
ustine Hei^-nan  and  R-esolved  Waldron  as  commissioners  to  Mary- 
land, in  1659,  to  remonstrate  against  the  proce -dings  of  the 
Governor  and  council  of  that  colony.  Augustine  Herman's  pre- 
vious diplomatic  experience  on  colonial  commiss ions ,  peculiar— 

I-y  fitted  him  for  the  execution  of  a  com-nission   requiring 
delicacy  and  tact.    His  acute  discernment  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  he  immediately  pointi^d  out  that   Lord  Baltimore's 
patent  only  invested  him  with  suc  =  :  land  as  had  not  previously 
been  inhabited  by  an  y  persons  save  the  barbai-ous  people  callQi 
Indians . 

This  application  of  the  terms  of  the  chcirter  vras 
not  acceptable  toM^arylrurid  tii  ouf;h  it  was  agreed- that  the 
dispute   should  be  referred  to  the  respfic-tiye  governinenta- for 
adjudgment* . 
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Waldon  was  sent  back  to  New  Ainstardam  to  re])ort  tiie 
I'esult  of  t-is  coinission  ,v/hile  HeZ-man  proceoded.  to  Virginia 
to  clear  the  Dutch  of  the  imputation  of  having  incited  the 
Indians  on  the  Accomac.to  hostilities  against  the  English. 
On  his  return  he  passed  tnrough  what  is  nov/  Cecil  Co.,  Mary- 
land, and  v/as  so  favorably  impressed  v/ith  the  beauty  and 
advantages  of  the  sectior  that  he  wrote  to  Lord  Baltimore  of- 
fering to  make  £or  him  a  map  of  Maryland  and.  Virginia  which 
vrould  be  of  invaluable  aoL;;i  stance  to  him  in  the   pending 
boundary  disputes  between  the  two  colonies.     In  return  he 
v/as  to  receive  the  grant  of  an  extensive  manor.     The  offer 
v;as  accepted  a;.  '.■-  ■  ''nan  proceeded  to  make  tiie  necessary  sur- 
■"■eys  for  the  execution  of  the  map.     Herman  received  in  all 
about  thirty  thousand  acres  of  the  most  desirable  lands  of 
v/hat  is  now  Cecil  Co.,  Md .  ,  and  Nev/  Castle  Co.,  Delav/are, 
which  he  erected  into  separate  manors,  designed  for   the  sefi- 
arnrte  inheritance  of  his  several  children.     They  were 
styled  Bohemia  Manor,  St.  Augustine  Manor,  Little  Bohemia 
and  The  Three  Bohemian  Sisters.     It  is  possible  triat  in 
making  the  selection  of  lands  w'lich  he  had,  Herman  v;ith  char- 


36 


acte^istic  far-sightedness,  v.'ms  influenced,  by  the  proposition 
of  a  canal  to  connect  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Bays,  which 
was  already  being  advocated.    On  account  of  Lord  Baltinore's 
disputed  title  Hei'-man  never  entered"  into  possession  of  but 
a  few  hundred  acres  ol"  St.  Augustine's  Manor  land,  v/hich  for 
the  most  pav't  Ic^y  in  the  cuntestc-d  territory.     The  final 
decision   be  j.ng  advei'so  to  Lord  Baltimore,  it  never  did  become 
an  integral  jiart  of  his  possessions. 

Shortly  aftar  receiving  his  commission  from  Lord. 
Baltiinore  to  execute  the  map,  Hefeaa  removed  thither  with  his 
family.     Aiaong  the  titles  of  acts  passed  by  the  Maryland  As- 
sembly is-"^"''!©  dated  1666  v'hich  provides  for  the  nat\iralizat ion 
of  several  persons  thei'ein  named  and  including   "Augustine 
Herman  of  Prague,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Bohemia,  Ephraim  Georgius 
and  Casparus,  sons  of  the  said  Augustine  ,  Anna  Margaritta 
Judith  and  Prancina,  his  daughters" (1 )    This  indicates  that 
HeiVnan  and  his  family  v/era  included  in  what  v;as  doubtless  the 
first  naturalization  act  passed  in  Ame>*ica, 

In  the  teyins  of  Lord  Baltimore's  grant  to  Hef-nai.  it 


(1)  Bacon,  sub  Anno  1666. 
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was    specified    tiiat    "these  lands   v/ere    to    be   holden   of   Cecilius 
Lord   Baron   of   Baltimore    and   his   heirs    ,   as'    of  his  manor   of 
St.    Maries,    in   free    and   coiii/rion     socage,    by   fealty   fully   for 
all    manner   of   service,    yielding   pnd   paying    therefor   yearlj'- 
unto    as   and    our   heirs   at    our   receipt    of   St.    Maries,    at    the 
tv/-o  most   usual    feasts    of   the    year,    viz.,    at    the   feast    of   the 
Annunciation   of   the    Blessed   Virgin  Mary,    aiid    of    the    feast    of 
St.    Michael    the    Archangel    ,    by   even   and   eciual    portion,    the 
rent    of   four   pounds   sterling    in   silver   or     tiold    or   the    full 
value    thereof   in    such   coriiiodit ies    as   we    or   our  heirs    shall 
accept    in  discharge    thereof." 

It   war,   also    '.he   design   of  Lord   Baltimore    to   erect    a 
country   that    shoMld    hear  his   name, so    that    one   of    the    specifi- 
cations  of  Hefean's   grant   vras    tnat    he    was    to   erect    a   County 
of    Cecil   v;ith    the    town   of   Cecilton.        Herman's   lands   v/ere    at 
that    time    included    in   Baltimore    County,    which  extended   as    far 
south   as  Western   Creek    on   the   Eastern   side    of   the   Bog,    in    - 
eluding    in   its   bounds   all    the     head   tributai^ies   of   th  j  Ches- 
apeake. He3hnan  did    seriously  engage    to   establish   a   set- 
tlement   on  his   domains    and    the    same    year   that   he    removed   v;ith 
his   fmily    in6t;   Maryland,    tiie    year   1661    ,    he   mentions    that 
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he  v;as  engaging  settlers  to  unite  to  form  a  village.      It 
is  not  probable  however  that  he  succeeded  in  his  nurpuse . 
The  county  ta^.s    siibsequently  erected,   '.       Up  to  that 
time  Hefcan  ivas  a  Justice  of  trie  Peace  of  Baltii-iO'-e  County. 

Upon  entering   into  possession  of  his  estate  He i^'.nan 
erected  for  hiinself  a  larf.e  manor  house  v/hich  v/as  destroyed 
by  fire  in  1815.    Many  valuable  paintings  were  lost  in  the 
fi'-e.     Here  he  lived  the  easy  life  of  a  c  vmtry  gentleman, 
surrounded  by  such  luxuries  as  the  tines  afforded, and  engagel 
ing  in  the  political  activities  of  the  colony  as  he  had  done 
in  Nov/  Netherlands.      But  he  y;as  not  destined  to  enjoy  in 
his  advancing  years  uranitigated  peace.     His  son  Ephraim  • 
v;ho  seems  to  have  been  a  man  of  vacillating  character,  caused 
his  father  considerable  trouble  as  v/ell  -s  grief  by  his  al- 
liance with  the  Labadists  who  made  their  appearance  in  Amer- 
ica in  1079. 
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-_:-      CHAPTER  III.  -:- 
-:-   RISE  Airo  DFAnRLOPMENT  OF  LARADI3M.  -:- 

"Fsw  theolor;if,ns  Yi-ave   lived,  concerning  v/hom  their 
contemporaries  have  spoken  f;;id  v/ritten  v:ith  deeper  contempt 
and  more  unstinted   praine  than  Jean  de  Labadie" .    These 
are  the  v/ords  with  which  Dr.  J.  D.'  T.  Scot  3l  begins  his  con- 
sideration of  the  founder  of  Labadism  ,in  his  biography  of 
Anna  Maria  van  SchurmEin ;  and  indeed  one  cannot  thread  f^r 
the  mazes  of  contemporaneous  literature  on  the  Labadists  with- 
out v/ondering  whether  their  le.ader  v;as  a  chief  saint  or  an 
arch-sinner.      To  some  he  appeared  as  a  second  Calvin,  the 
salt  of  the  earth,  a  city  set  upon  a  hill,  a  light  in  the 

.darkness.  ,  the  best  and  greatest  of  men.    To  others  he 
v;as  a  thistle  in  the  field  of  the  Lord,  a  soxir  grape  in  his 
vineyard,  an  extinguished  taper  on  his  candlestick,  a  fanatic, 
a  demoniac,  a  curse  on  the  chixrch. 

But  with  all  the  diversities  of  opinion  concerning 
him,  there  was  a  g'3ne>*al  concensus  of  opinion  as  to  his  \7ide 
and  varied   learning  and  his  matchless  |)ulpit  eloquence. 


while  his  sermons  and  treatise  reamin  to-day  as  evidences  of 
his  theological  grasp. 

He  was  ussentiilHy  of  a  profound  mystical  temperament, 
and  this  element  of  his  nature  v/as  lavoredm  its  development 
by  his  early  connection  with  the  Jesuits.    He  was  a  native 
of  Bordeaux  in  France , having  been  born  Pebi'uary  13,  1610.  (1) 
He  was  pious  and  precocious  and  made  rapid  advance  in  the 

Jesuit  College  in  knowledge  and  the  favor  of  his  superiors. 
He  (D  ntinued  in  their  society  as  a  stud.ent  and  later  as  a 
member  of  the  lov^er  order  of  the  priesthood  for  a  number  of 
years,  during  which  time  he  developed  eccentricities  v.'^hich 
finally  made  him  objectionable  to  the  Jesuits.    For  this  rea- 
son though,  as  many  of  the  writers  think,  though  ostensibly 
on  the  ground  of  ill -health, he  secured  Ilis  release  from  the 


(1 )  Chaufepie"Tcto"aveau  Dictionnaire  Historique  et  dfritique." 
Some  of  the  Dutch  writers  give  his  birth  as  February  10. 
Dittlebach  declares  that  he  was  an  illegitimate  son  of  Henry 
I"^''  whom  he  greatly  resembled,  but  Ih  e  more  general  and  cred- 
ible viev;  is  that  his  father  v/as  a  French  noble  - -Ohauifepie , 
Ficeron,  Rosnage,  in  his  Annales  des  Provinces  Unies  p.  5?,/ 
Spener,  et  al ,  hold^  that  the  fatner  of  De  Labadie  was  a  soldi®' 
of  fortune  who  rose  to  be  governor   of  Bourg. 


society  of  Jesus,   and  became  a  secular  priest.     His  re- 
markable genius  and  siiperior  talents  had  led  the  Jesuits  to 
tolerate  him  until  his  attacks  upon  salient  feattu-'es  of  the 
Catholic  Ghurch(l)  added  to  his  fanaticism  made  him  altogeth  ■* 
er  undesirable.     He  received,  hov/ever ,  an  honorable  dismiss- 
al from  the  society  of  \Thich  he  had  been  a  member  for  fifteen 
years.    He  considered  himself  immediately  under  divine  di- 
rGction{2)    He  proceeded  in  the  capacity  of  a  secular  priest 
throughout  Gayenne .     His  celebrity  attracted  the  attention 
of  P.  Gondran  second  general  of  the  oratory  of  Paris  and  re- 
sulted in  his  receiving  a  call  to  Paris,  the  v/hole  body  of 

0 

the  Sarbomie  uniting  in  preferring  tbe  rec^uest.  (3)     His 
preaching  before  vast  audiences  comprising  the  highest  civil 
and  ecclesiastical  dignitaries,  and  representing  the  superior 
intelligence  of  the  great  metropolis,  only  served  to  acceler- 
ate the  increase  of  a  fame  which  had  already  attracted  atten- 
tion beyond  the  borders  of  his  ov/n  country. 


(l7Srace  and  the  Efficacious  Vocation" J.  De  Labadist  Gimbria  X^-XfriiL 

tit  fer-y-  Mollerus. 

(2)  Declaration  de  1?  foi  p.  84;  Historische  """erhael  Fopens 

Labadisten  Hcheuringh  p. 109. 

(3)Declarat  ion  De  Jean  De  Labadie  p.  12'',. 
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Jesuitical  jealousy  v/hich  hp.d  followed  him  v^ith  per- 
se cut  ions  and  u{^ly  stories  of  gross  immorality  (1)  caused 
him  to  leave  Paris  and  accept  the  offer  of  the  prebendary  of 
the  nhurch  of  ^t ,    Nichol^5at  Amiens  v;hich  was  tendered  him 
by  the  Bishop  d©  Oarmartin,  (2)    At  this  place  he  cajne  under 
royal  notice  through  some  of  the  courtiers  of  Loixis  XIII  v;ho 
recommended  him  to  the  goof  offices  of  their  sovereign  and 
Cardinal  Richelieu.     Throughout  the  life  of  the  latter 
he  v/as  reeeirved  from  the  persecutions  of  certain  eminent  ec- 
clesiastise  who  influenced  by  the  Jesuites  would  have  proceed- 
ed against  him. (3) 

He  had  united  himself  vrith  the  Jansenists  on  going 
to  Paris  and  ever  since  his  leaving  the  Jesuits  he  had  carried 


(l)The  Dutch  historians  generally,  even  his  severest  critics 
discredit  these  stories,  while  on  the  other  hand  many  of 
the  French  writers  affect  to  believe  them. 

(2)  Chamfepie  says,  "One  is  not  able  to  ^understand  the  motive; 
that  prompted  Labadie  to  leave  Paris  and  accept  the  offer 
of  M.  De  Caumartin"  but  De  Labadie  seems  to  make  it  iiei-fect- 
ly  clear  in  hisTJeclarr.tion"  pp.  122-123. 
(3)Molle'rus  p.  36,  Declaration  124,  et  sq. 
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on  cin  energetic  crusade  against  them.   He  conducted  a  preach- 
ing; tour  throughout  Picardy,  and  addressed  himself  in  severe 
arraignment  of  the  Catholic  Church  at  large. 

He  now  conceived  the  idea  of  refonning  the  church 
and  conduct^id  his  ov/n  services  after  vihat  he  considered  the 
apostolic  model. 

On  the  death  of  Richelieu  in  1642,  and  the  succession 
of  Cardinal  Mazarin  tlie  Jesuits  obtained  an  oriSer  of  the 
Court  for  the  arrest  of  Labadie  v;ho  vms  only  saved  from  suf- 
fering its  execution  by  the  death  of  the  King.    In  1045  he 
was  cited  to  appear  at  Coiu*t  along  v;ith  his  friend  the  Bishop 
of  Amiens.    He  was  sentenced  to  perpetual  imprisonment  but 
the  sentence  was  modified  on  appeal  from  the  Assembly  of  the 
Clergy  of  Prance,  then  in  session.   He  was  ordered  to  re- 
nounce his  new  opinions  and  to  refrain  from  preaching  for  a 
period  of  j'-ears.     He  then  v/ent  into  retirement  for  some 
time(l).    He  emerged  from  his  seclusion  but  was  again 
forced  to  hide  himself  to  escape  arrest, (2)  and  during  this 


(1)  Traite   de  la  Solitude  Christ ienne--J5e  Labadie. 

(2)  Cimbria  Litera.  p.  37. 
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second  retirement  he  obtea  ned  and  read  a  copy  of  Calvin's 
Institutes,  which  had  a  determining  influence  on  his  after 
career  ,      T?ie  result  of  his  solitary  reflections  is  given 
in  these  v/ords : --"This  is  the  last  time  that  Rome  shall  per- 
secute me  m  her  Communion.    Up  to  the  present  I  have  en- 
deavored to  help  and  to  heal  her;  remaining  within  her  ju- 
risdiction; hut  novA  It  is  full  time  for  me  to  denounce  her 
and  to  testify  against  her'."  (1) 

In  1650  he  proceeded  to  the  Chateau  of  the  Count  of 
Tavas  and  announced  his  intention  of  entering  the  Protestant 
Charch  and  shortly  afterwards  openly  abjured  his  former  faith 
and  ado];)ted  the  Calv^i.nist  ic  system,  and  vfas  later  ordained 

a  Protestant .minister. 

The  reception  of  the  famous  priest  into  the  Prot- 
estant fold  thrilled  the  Church  v/ith  enthusiasm,  and  even 
the  more  modeiate  declared  that  no  such  accession  had  been 
known  since  the  d-ays  of  Calvin,  (2) 


(1)  Anna  f'aria   van  Schurman,  p.  100- -l^chotel . 

(2)  He  published  at  this  time  a  numb-^r  of  works  the  best 
known  probably  being  his  "Declaration  de  la  foi  which  the 
wi-iter  has  found  extremely  serviceable  and  his  "Practique  des 
Oraisons  mentale  et  vocale." 
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Montaiibau,  Orange  and  Geneva  were  the  scenes  of 
his  labors.     He  i-eceived  splendid  overtures  from  the  Cath- 
olics to  renew  his  former  allegiance,  but  distrusted  them  and 
declined  to  consider  them.(l)     He  left  Orange  secretly 
iinder  an  engagement  viith    the  Fi-ench  Church  at  London,  evi- 
dently to  escape  his  Catholic  persecutors.    But  at  Geneva 
he  was  persuaded  to  assume  the  pastorate  of  the  Church  at  thi 
that  place,  v/hich  he  did  by  securing  a  release  from  his  en- 
gagement with  the  London  Church. 

At  this  Protestant  centre  his  services  were  attended 
by  pe '"sons  who  came  from  all  parts  of  France,  Holland,  Switz- 
erltind/  The  Netherlands  and  England,  to  hear  the  famous  di- 
vine.   Among  his  converts  at  this  time  were  Pierre  Yvon  and  Du 
Ltgnqn  whom  as  vve  have  already  seen  beca.ne  later  the  most 
prominent  members  of  the  T.abadist.  coiTimunity 

Another  noteworthy  ad.  ition  to  his  adherents  v/&re  c-M 
Abrah?an  van  "=!churman,  the  brother  of  Anna  Maria  van  Schurman, 
who  was,  probably  the  most  illustrious  literary  v/oman  of  her 
day. (2) 


(l)Nouveau  Dictionnaire   etc.,  Article  T.abadie.  Cimbri^LiteT. 

87. 

(2)    The    assertion  may    appear   extravagant    to    those   v/ho  have 

never  had    occasion    to   re£ici4^ni'   of   the    several    biographies    of 


r<  :  P  V 

De  Labodie  found  that  in  the  Protestant  Church  there 
vrere  also  evils  which  needed  the  attention  of  a  zealous  re- 
former and  he  addressed  himself  earnestly  to  their  correction. 


\\QV     jirinted  in  Dutch,  French  and  Gennan.    Before  she  v;as 
ten  years  of  age  she  vms  proficient  in  several  modern  lan- 
guages and  had  developed  a  remarkable  talent  for  painting, 
embroidery  and  esthetic  accompli  slime  nts  generally.    "usic, 
vocal  and  instrumental  found  in  her  an  apt  student.    Later, 
she  acquired  practically  all  modern  languages   and  M.  Joly 
bears  testimony  from  personal  knowledge  oi'  the  beauty  and 
facility  with  which  she  wrote  in  Fr-ench,  Greek,  Syriac,  Ara- 
bic and  Hebrew.  (Voyage  de  fl^'nsier.  )   ^^ot  only  in  the  arts 
and  languages  but  in  science  and  philosophy  she  v;as  a  thor- 
oughly furnished  student.    Added  to  this,  she  had  a  pro- 
foundyreligious  nature.     J^.he  came  so  under  the  influence  of 
De  Labadie's  preaching  that  she  renounced  all  her  literary 
accomplisiiments  and  arabitinns,  joined  his  co;ninunity  and  re- 
mained a  faithful  adherent  until  death.  ^ 

"Noveau  Dictionnaire" --article 'Flchurmanl  Anna  Tl.a- 
riii  van  Schurmaft--Sch&tel,*Anna  Maria  va:n  Schurman--  Tschac- 
kert . 
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r' 
At  Utrecht   v/hithsr  he  had  bean  called  largely  through  the 

JL 
influence  o^:   Anna  Maria  van  Schunnan(l)   he  met  ■"'oloius  Esse- 

nius  Lodenstein  and  other  prominent  theologians  who  had  ex- 
tended  the  invitation  to  him  to  preach  there.     In  this 
city  he  foLind  the  condition  of  religion  and  morality  as  in- 
dicated in  a  former  chapter.     Though  he  met  with  immediate 
and  iwinense  popularity ^'"oetius  and  his  companions  sa\y  m  him 
not  only  the  brilliant  divine,  but  the  irresponsible  vision- 
ary, not  only  the  eminent  theologian  but  thearrogant  egotist. 
His  stay  cit  Utrecht   v;as  short.   He  proceeded  from  thence 
to  I'iddleburg,  Zej^land,  to  assume  the  pastorate  of  the  Wal- 
dron  Church  of  that  place.     Here  his  previous  successes 
were  repeated.    Among  his  eminent  converts  at  this  time 
\vas  the  Walloon  preacher  of  Rotterdam  Oh.  de  Rochef ort . 

He  had  now  becurne  so  dogmatic  in  his  utterances  and 
independent  in  liit  actions  as  to  alienates  many  from  him 
and  yet  the  position  he  assumed  grev;  out  of  vrhat  most  writers 
believe  to  have  been  an  honest  conviction  that  he  was  called 
of  God  to  do  a  great  v;-ork  of  reform  in  the  (^hurch. 


[.  1 )  Anna  Maria  van  Schurman  p.  IRV,  Schotel 
(2)  De  Labadie  ende  Labadisten,  Chap.  I. 


\ 


He  embroiled  himself  with  the  church  by  refusing  to 
subscribe  to  the  confession  of  faith  because  it  contained 
the  aff ix'ination  that  Christ  haa  died  on  the  altar  of  the 
crossi   This  he  declar-ed  was,  in  its  pnraseology  a  Roman 
Catholic  tenet,  (1)   For  this  and  the  additional  offense  of 
violently  attacking  a  fellow  minister  who  had  \yritten  a 
book  on  trie  inspiration  of  the  Bible  of  which  de  Labadie 
disapproved,  he  was  deposed  from  the  ministry,  and  ordered 
to  make  apologies  to  the  minister  of  :v}iom  he  had  used  such 
offensive  language.    On  refusing  to  do  so  he  was  suspended 
fx'om  perform.ing  the  active  functions  of  a  ministn^r,  pending 
fi-irther  investigation.    The  case  passed  thi'ough  several 
synods,  and  th--  initial    action  of  the  synod  of  Naai'den 
v/as  sustained.  (2)   During  the  progress  of  the  trial  the  ad- 
ditional charge  of  attempting  to  divide  the  church  was  prefei-^- 
red  against  him.    In  a  small  treatise  published  at  this  time 
he  declarTid  that  himself  and  many  other's  could  no  longer  hold 
fellowship  with  the  Walloon  Church,  and  that  "to  subscribe 


(1)  Geschiedenis  de  Nederlandsch  Hervormde  Kerk,   Ypey  en 
Dermont  p.  88,  Note  128.  Vol.  Ill,  Vol.  II-Note  751. 

(2)  Histoire  curieuse  de  la  vie  etc,  Sr.  Jean  Labadie.  et  sq. 
^ouveau  Dictionnaire-article  Labadie »Historische  Verhael  No- 
peus  der  Labadisten  Schueringli  2nd  edition  of  1770,  p.  14,15. 


to  chui'ch  laws  as  supreme  authority  was  to  inaugurate  a  new 
pope."'.  (1) 

Ke  canie  iri  contact  with  the  civxl  as  well  as  the 
ecclesiastical  authorities,  by  continuing  to  perform  his  min- 
isterial functions  after  his  formal  deposition.   He  now 
stood,  u  man  of  fifty-eight  years,  at  another  determinate 
crisis  of  his  vigorous  and  eventful  career.   Ke  still  con- 
sidered himself  under  special  divine  guidance.    He  was 
deposed  from  the  ministry  of  his  adopted  church  and  had  been 
ordered  to  leave  the  city,  which  had  beeji  the  field  of  his 
labor  for  some  time.    In  this  position  he  felt  the  alter- 
native thrust  upon  him  of  founding  an  independant  church, 
which  should  illustrate  the  pure  pi'inciples  and  practices  of 
the  Christian  faith  as  he  conceived  them.  (2) 

He  accepted  the  issue  and  proceeded  to  Veere,  a  few 
miles  distant  and  established  a  church  which  he  styled  the 
Evangelical.   His  advent  at  the  place  created  such  enthusiasm 
and  so  disorganized  the  church  of  Middleburg,  the  members  of 


(2) Declaration  Chretienne-  J.  de  Labadie.  Xoelman-Historisch 

etc.  p.  15,   Also  see  Nobliss /Virgixiis  A.  M.  a'  Schui'man, 

Eucleria  seu  Melioris  partis  electio;  p.  144. 

(1)  Declaration  chretienne  etc.  touchant  Ics  Juste s  Raisons 

&  Motifs  qui  les  obligent  a  n'avoir'  point  de  communion  ave  c  ~  "-^ 

le  Synode  dit  VualOiu 
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■■vhich  proceeded  in  throngs  to  Veere  to  the  ininistx'at ions  of 
their  beloved  minister,  that  the  States  of  Zeeland  again  or- 
dered de  Labadie  to  move  on.   This  he  did,  and  proceeded  to 
Amsterdam, 

The  conditions  were  now  favorable  for  the  closer 
fellowship  of  believei-s  and  separation- fi'om  the  world  which 
had  alvays  been  a  leading  tenet  of  the  Labadie's  belief.  (1) 
A  large  house,  with  a  coimiodious  hall  foi-  services  Viras  rent-- 
ed,  and  in  it  weru  established  some  of  the  leading  spirits 
among  de  Labadie' s  adiierents.    Aside  from  public  worship 
private  devotions  were  engaged  m,  and  meals  were  eaten  in 
common.    Gommvtnal  Labadism  had  nov/  begvm,  and  from  this 
point  it  will  be  necessary  to  follow  somewhat  more  closely 
the  histoi'v  of  Labadism,  in  order  to  observe  tiie  development 
of  those  conditions  ^'/hich  gave  rise  to  ^h^   scheme  of  coloni- 
zation, which  m  its  i-ealization  linked  Maryland  with  that  rt^ 
ligious  movement  which  is  so  hastily  sketched  in  tiiis  chaptei* 

The  church  at  Amsterdam  grew  -^nd   prospered.   Over- 
tures of  union  were  received  from  various  sectaries  but  all 

(1)  A*M  .  a'Schurman,  £ucleria,p.  147, 


51 


of  these  de  Labadie  declined  to  consider.  (1)   Labadism  as  an 
independent  ecclesiastical  system  becainu  the  subject  of  a 
great  deal  of  polemical  writing  on   the  part  of  its  founder, 
his  fi'iends  and  his  adversaritis. 

The  authorities  of  the  city  who  had  all  along  Keen 
more  or  less  distrustful  of  the  new  church,  finally  made 
the  distui'bances  "/hich  usually  occui'red  at  tixurir  services, 
a  reason  foi'  prohibiting  attendance  upon  these  meetings,  ex- 
cept by  persons  who  were  actually  in  the  communion  of  the 
new  faith.    This  practically  ci'ippled  the  ciiurch  and  made 
it  necessai'v  to  go  some  place  where  they  v/^ould  enjoy  larger 
liberties.   In  this  emergency  a  powerful  friend  was  raised 
up  in  the  pei'son  of  tiie  Princ«ss  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Pred- 
et'ick  the  Elector  Palatine  and  Xing  of  Bohemia.   She  vas  a 
close  personal  friend  and  litei'ary  sympathize!"  of  Anna  Maria 
von  Schurman's.    The  latter  after  her  connection  with  the 
Labadists  had  impress^^d  Elizabeth  favorably  towards  de  Laba- 
die and  his  doctrines.    Being  apprised  of  their  situation 

(1)  Nouveau  Dictionnaria-art icle  Lapadie, 
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she  genei'ously  tender'ed  the  Labauists  the  Abbey  of  Hei-ford 
in  Westphalia  of  which  she  v/as  abbess.  (1)   This  '."/as  accepted 
and  the  Labadist,  picoceeded  thither  hoping  at  last  to  have 
found  a  peaceful  asylum.     Hut  their  hopes  v/ere  vam.   They 
had  not  been  thei'^long  before  another  removal  wl^s  necessita- 
ted.   The  immediate  occasion  was  the  excesses  v/hich  were 
indulgea  in,  (2)    As  a  conse4uence  the  Princess  Elizabeth 
was  oi'dered  by  the  impei'ial  diet  to  ctiuse  the  removal  of  the 
Labadists  from  Herford.    In  1672  the  whole  churcri  company 
which  had  lost  a  nxomber  of  its  more  respectable  members  on 
account  of  recent  extravagances,  sorrowfully  emi  ai'ked  for 
theiT'  next  pointy   Altona  Denmark.   Here  Labadie  died  in  .. 
1674.   Kis  death  evoked  estimates  of  his  wox'k  and  worth  fi'om 
a  number  of  those  most  prominent  in  ecclesiastical  circles, 
and  it  is  significant  to  note  that  the  general  expression  wus 


U)   Eucleria  182-184. 

(2)  On  one  occasion  the  celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper  a 
spiritual  dance  was  indulged  in  by  men  and  women  pi-omiscuous- 
ly,  with  the  accompanying  excesses  of  indiscriminate  kissing 
and  embracing.  Koelman's  Verhael  p.  73  et  sq. 
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in  a  high  degree  laudatory. 

His  evident  fanaticism  and  sti'ong  pei'sonal  ambition 
were  recognized  and  deplored,  yet  his  bold  and  fearless  at- 
tacks upon  immorality,  and  upon  lassitude  in  the  ci;arch  had 
an  awakening  influence  upon  the  ecclesiastical  organization, 
that  long  survived  him.    Indeed  the  Dutch  histox'ians  appear- 
to  consider  that  the  most  irupoi'tant  work  effected  by  de 
Labadie  was  the  leavening  of  the  old  lump  by  tiie  many  hundreds' 
of  his  converts  who  remained  in  allegiance  to  the  reformed 
faith  and  by  the  modifying  influences  introduced  by  Labadists 
after  de  Labadie  who  were  received  back  into  the.  Reformed 
communion  after  the  disintegration  of  their  own  society. 

Pierre  Yvon  naturally  succeeded  to  the  position  of 
father  of  the  community.   But  the  irreperable  loss  of  their 
founder  depi-ived  them  of  the  prominence  which  his  picturesque 
career  and  personal  qualities  had  attracted  to  them,    TiieJrt^ 
d-e  0  i  in-e— '.'/  trs~^*ap  i  d , 

The  problem  of  suitable  pi-ovision  for  the  members 
of  theii'  community  caused  them  to  leave  Altona.    This  ttep 
was  fcicilitated  by  ^he  offer  of  an  estate  in  Friesland  called 
Thetinga  or  Waltha  House  in  the  vicinity  of  Weiward.   The 
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offer  was  made  by  theit^  sisters  of  theii-  conirn^anion,  ladies 

of  noble  birtn,  the  dau-^hters  oi  Francis  Aarsen,  Lord  of 

Sommelsdyk  and  sisters  to  the  Governor  of  Surinam.   They  re- 
in 
moved  thither  very  gladly  and  the  depths  of  the  thick  grove 

of  stately  trees  which  covered  the  place,  livbd  in  rigid 
accordance  with  the  practices  v/hich  had  b  en  left  them  by 
theii-  lainented  leader  Jean  de  Labauie.  for  the  i-egulation  of 
their  religious  lives. 

Weiward^which  has  associated  witii  it  so  much  of  his- 
torical interest  v/as  iut  a  small  hamlet  of  less  then  two 
hundred  hOL^ses.   The  advent  of  the  celebrated  sect  of  Laba- 
dists  was  an  event  of  very  unusual  importance  to  the  simple 
folk  .   Living  in  the  midst  of  a  thicK  grove  of  ancient  trees, 
the  new  arrivals  clothed  themselves  about  with  such  an  air 
of  mystery^  and  so  inspired  with  awe  those  about  thc;m,  that 
theyreceived  from  their  neighbors  the  not  inappropriate 
name  of  Boschieden,  "people  of  the  woods". (1)   But  in  the 
grateful  seclusion  of  those  wide-spreading  trees  the  Labadis^ 


(1)  Geschiedertis  etc.,  Ypey  en  Demont.,  Note  149. 
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had  at  last  I'oixnd  rest  and  peace  for  the  realization  of  their 
destiny.    If  communal  Labadism  was  born  at  Amsterdam,  it 
was  at  WeiTsrard  that  it   that  it  attained  its  full  measure  of 
strength  declined  and  died..   For  more  than  half  a  century 
this  p^ace  v/as  the  seat  of  the  new  church,  and  from  it  was 
exercised  jurisdiction  over  the  few  feeble  cornmunitits  plan- 
ted at  other  places.    From  Weiward  aldo  proceeded  the  colo- 
nists who  settled  in  Maryland,  and  from  Weiward  proceeded 
the  voice  of  authority  that  controlled  these  colonists.   It 
was,  if  the  disparities  do  not  precltide  sucli  a  comparison, 
to  the  daughter  communities  of  Labadism  \yhat  Jerusalem  was 
to  the  churches  of  Asia. 

But  even  at  Weiward,  they  were  not  free  from  annoy- 
ances, though  the  opposition  v/as  not  of  such  an  aggravated  cii 
character  to  effect  their  displacement.    Their  prior  his- 
tory had  led  the  churches  of  Frieslahd  to  fear  an  exhibition 
of  the  exuberant  enthiisiasm  which  had  accompanied  their  con- 
tinuance in  every  place  where  they  had  been,  and  the   cimrch 
v/as  not  prepared  to  brook  the  inroad  upon  their  peace  and 
hannony  which  had  been  the  experience  of  the  established 
church  at  other  places.    Consequently  the  Labadists  had 
been  but  a  few  weeks   at  their  new  home,  when  the  Synod, 
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which  met  at  Lc;eu  7arclen,  June  1,  1675,  discussed  tliei-r*  advent 
and  passed  a  x'esolution  calling  for  the  appointin^i  of  a  com- 
mittee of  two  or  three  to  investigate  them.    On  appeal  from 
the  synod,  this  coiflinittee  was  supplemented  by  three  additions-. 
al  members  appointed  by  the  estates  of  tiie  provinces  to  co- 
opperated  in  the  investigation.    The  committee  was  now 
composed  of  five  persons,  with  Witsius,  the  learned  profes- 
sor of  the  University  of  Franker  at  it;;  head.    They  were 
instructed  to  infor-m  themselves  certainly  with  re^jai'd  to  the 
Labadists,  "their  teachings,their  associations  v;i-th  the  Ref®naed 
church,  and  their  quasir public  worship  at  Wei7;ard,*   The 
report  of  this,  committee  v/as  made   in  Latin  and  enumerated 
twenty- three  leading  points  of  the  Reformed  faith,  concern- 
ing which  the  Labadists  were  questioned  as  to  their  conformi* 
ty  Ths  answers  that  were  educed  lead  the  committee  to  report 
that  they  found  them  to  be  in  their  religious  beliefs  entire- 
ly in  hannony  with  the  essential  articles  of  the  Refoi*med 
church.    They  also  declared  that  the  Labadists  were  pious 
and  industrious  people  who  had  united  themselves  at  Weiward 
,  solely  for  the  sake  of  more  acceptably  serving  God,    On 
the  findings  of  this  repoi't  the  synod  then  decreed  that  the 


57  - 


Labadists  should  be  pennitted  the  peaceful  pursuit  cT  tiieii* 
religion  and  sriould  be  pr'ivileged  to  conduct  public  servicias, 
to  ring  their  bells  for  church  assemblage,  to  pei'form  the 
marriage  ceremony  and  exercise  like  ecclesiastical  functions. 
(1)  Though  eacli  recux'rmg  Synod,  for  some  yeai's,  fui-nished 
opportunities  for  forensic   declamation  against  the  Labadists 
on  the  pai't  of  ill-disposed  ministers,  yet  no  amount  of  agi- 
tation could  move  the  estates  of  the  px'ovinces  to  reconsider 
their  tolerant  attitude  towards  tne  oft  persecuted  sect. 

But  more  el'fectual  than  tiiu  opposition  of  the  preack 
ers  in.   discrediting  the  Labadists,  v/ere  the  writings  of  cer- 
tain authors  ol'  very  considei'able  influence  in  Friesland,  who 
with  all  the  zeal  of  sincere  piety  iss^^ed  v/arnings  against 
their  seductive  influences. 

The  return  of  ti^e  Labadist;  to  the  Netherlands  had 
been  marked  by  a  great  many  accessions  to  their  community, 
many  of  those  uniting  with  them  being  ministers.    They  con- 
tinued receiving  daily  accesssions  to  their  number.   Among 
those  I'eceived  at  this  time  was  Peter  Dittleback  the  trans- 


(1)  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  Fi-iesland  for  the  year  1675,   arti- 
cle 44. 
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lator  fei'  Anna  Maria  ^-©w  Schurmans-Eiiclei'ia  into  L<w  Dutch, 
and  the  author  of  tha  ■.•/oi"k  entitled  "Verval  en  Val  Labadis- 
ten",  which  r/e  havu  found  to  be  a  pi'incipal  source  for  the 
study  of  the  ^1aryiand  Colony  of  Labadists, 
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-:-   CHAPTER  IV.  -:- 

-:-   F.H  I G  R  AT  1 0  NS  T  0  A^  IE  R I C  A  .  -:- 

Nothing  has  been  said  thus  far  of  the  economic  and 
industrial  life  of  the  Labadists,  and  v/hile  it  is  not  proposed 
at  this  point  to  go  into  those  subjects  exhaustively,  yet  in 
considering  the  influences  which  prompted  the  Labadists  to 
essay  an  establishment  of  a  colony  beyond  the  seas,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  consider  somewhat  the  manner  of  provisioning 
and  clothing  so  large  a  society  living  in  the  familiar  inter- 
dependent relation  of  a  religious  cominunity.     It  must  laire 
besn  all  along  apparent  to  the  reader  that  the  problem  of 
sustenance  for  such  a  company  was  one  not  easy  of  solution. 
It  was  one  of  the  causes  of  their  removal  fran  Altona,  Den- 
mark,and  it  eventually  drove  tnem  to  schemes  of  colonization. 

It  is  difficiilt  to  obtain  data  for  the  ni^merical 
strength  of  the  Labadists,  as  their  number  v/as  by  no  means 
a  constant  factor  at  any  period  of  their  history.   Many 
persons  of  emotional  temperament  joined  them,  who  v/ere  soon 
repelled  by  the  rigorous  discipline  and  simple  fare,  v/hich 
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characterized  the  Labadists,    But  as  a  rule  there  were  over 
a  hundred  persons  to  be  clothed  and  fed,  and  indeed  during 
the  brief  period  of  their  highest  development  they  numbered 
four  times  that  many. 

It  was  during  the  time  of  their  greatest  prosperity 
Jhat  they  received  a  visit  from  Wm.  Penn,  and  his  companions 
Fox,  Barclay  and  Keith.     This  visit  occurred  in  lC->C->7 , 
Penn  had  previously  met  De  Labadi^t  himself  at  AmsteMam,  and 
his  present  visit  to  the  Labadists  was  in  renewal  of  former 
overtures  of  union  made  at  the  time  v/hen  Labadism  vias  first 
assuming  a  coimunal  caste.    At   any  rate^  on  the  occasion  of 
a  trip  to  Weiward  he  entered  into  negotiations  v/ith  Yvon  and 
Anna  Maria  van  Schurman  for  a  ujiion  of  the  tv/o  sects  v/hich 
were  so  alike  in  the  mystical  elements  of  thei."  faith,  as  well 
as  in  sane  of  their  practices.    Like  the  Quakers  the  Lab- 
adists believed  in  the  supreme  direction  of  the  innei-  light 
and  like  them  too,  they  believed  in  serious  silence  until 
moved  by  the  Spirit  to  speak.     Rut  the  Friends  left  without 
effecting  their  object,  though  v;ith  very  pleasant  impressions 
of  their  visit. 


(1)  Penn's  travels  4  ed .  \r-    So,  De  Labadie,  en  de  Labadi  sten?fi(f)i 


It  was  an  eminently  industrious  coirmiunity  that  the 
Quakers  found  at  Weiv/ard,  but  v/ith  all  their  industry  their 
life  v/as  on*^  of  severe  frugality.     One  of  the  principal 
sources  of  income  of  the  Labadists,  vras    the  contributions  of 
certain  rich  v/omen,  who  came  into  tiie  community,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  rule  of  the  society,  contributed  their  material 
possessions.    Rut  at  Weivmrd  the  accessions  had  been  almost 
altogether  from  the  ranks  of  the  poor  and  respectable,  so 
that  their  revenues  from  this  soutce  v;ere  not  after  all,  con- 
siderable.    Rut  each  member  of  tiie  ccsnnTanity  had  an  as- 
s  ignraent  of  work^  the  retvirns  for  which  went  into  the  general 
coffer.  (1)      f^onceming  the  industry  of  the  Labadists,  Ann?; 
Maria  van  Schurman  says,  "It  is  nearly  incredible  with  what 
splendid  order,  v/ith  what  comfort  and  ease  even  the  heaviest 
and  most  difficult  v;ork  is  performed  by  us,  where  tlie  Christ- 
ly  love, which  maketh  not  ashamed  goes  before  and  directs 
everything.      By  the  singular  blessing  of   God,  it  some- 
times happens  that  v/e  do  more  work  in  a  single  day  than  other 


H  van  Berk vum,  p.  12,  second  part. 

(1)  De  Labadie  en  de  Labadistan  tt.p.  llB-119.  >'t  ]I 
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workers  of  the  same  kind  in  three  or  four  clays."(l)    The 
landed  estates  of  Weiward  furnished  an  important  soiorce  of 
income  and  afforded  emplojTnent  for  many.    The  Labadists  de- 
clare that  the  lands  were  poor  for  agricultural  purposes, 
though  exceQlent  for  grazing.     But  Dittleback  describes  the 
failure  of  the  Labadists  to  secure  satisfactory  returns  from 
their  lands  to  their  indifferent  culture.    Besides  the  ag- 
riculturists there  were    those  v/ho  followed  other  vocations 
and  trades.      One  of  these  industries  was  the  printing  and 
publishing  of  theix*  books  and  tracts.      They  had  possessed 
comjjlete  facilities  for  such  work  at  Amsterdam,  Herford  and 
Altona.as  well  as  Weiward.    It  fell  to  the  lot  of  some  of  tfe 
members  of  the  community  to  sell  publications  to  the  various 
book  stores  and  otherv/ise  to  see  that  they  received  as  wide 
a  circulation  as  possible.     They  also  made  exp8:'iments  in 
the  manufacture  of  soap,  with  indifferent  success.     They 
also  engaged  to  an  extent  in  medicinal  manufactures  confin- 
ing their  efforts  in  this  line  hov/ever,  to  the  making  of 


(1)  Eucleri^  p.  145  et.  sq.  on  the  industrial  operations  of 
the  Labadists. 
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pills,    the    sale    of  v/hich  brought    considerable   profit    to    the 
comnunity .        Another   source    of  profit   was    the    so-called   Lab- 
ad  ist   v/ool ,    a   celebrated   brand    of    its    time.  '^rev/eries   and 
bakeries   and   limited    iron    industries    furnished   emplojinent    for 
many   pe>'sons,             Thei'e   were   also   among   them  mechanics    in   the 
various    trades,    tailors,    shoemakers,    brick-layers,    carpenters 
etc.           But    the    revenues    from  al]    sources   vrere    insvif  fi  cient 
to   provide   more    than    the    scantiest    subsistence    for    the  v/hole 
company      of  men,    v/omen   and    children.    (1) 

This   was    the    condition   of   affairs   v/hich  led    tlaem      to 
seriously   consider  a  plan   of   colonization  as   a   solution  of 
the   problems   which  vrere  facing    them.  They  hoped   by  divid- 

ing   their   niunber    to   afford    sufficient    remunerative   employment 
for    those    remaining   at   Weiward,    to   enable    them    to   live   more 
comfortably,    and    to   provide    room   for    fresh   accessions.         The 
policy   pursued  was,    to    continually   relieve    the   mother   commu- 


(l)Korte      onode^i^htinge ,    ra*kend"   den   staet    en  maniere    van 
het    le-^ren  der   Lab od .  (authorship   unknovm)    an  excellent    source 
on   the    communal   life    of   the    Labadists.        The  v/riter,    hov;ever, 
has   had    access    to    it    only   through   the  medium  of  yan  Berku-i3!ws 
work. 
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nity  by  successive  sub-clj  vi  a  ions ,  and  the  establishment  of 
c oranun i t i e s  at  other  places.      They  had  discovered  that  the 
plan  of  concentrating  a  very  large  force  at  any  one  point  was 
impracticable  in  cornrnunal  relations  ,  unless  there  could  be 
originated  forms   of  remunerative  emplojonent  v/hich  v/ould 
suffice  to  meet  their  needs.    Daughter  churches  had  been 
established  at  Rotterdam,  the  Hague  and  elsewhere.      They 
considered  this  plan  of  church  organization  to  be  the  primi- 
tive and  apostolic  one, and  as  in  all  things  it  was  the  desire 
of  the  Labadists  to  foster  the  ideal  of  their-  illustrxous 
founder--the  reproduction  of  the  living  image  of  the  early 
church--  they  endeavored  to  model  their  church  organization 
and  adapt  its  administration  according  to  the  sacred  pattern 
just  as  in  practice  they  sought  to  reproduce  the  early  cus- 
toms of  the  church.       It  is   interesting  to  note  the  com- 
bination of  i-eligious  and  economic  motives  v/hich  conspired 
to  form  this  resolilion.      Titmi^  It  seems  reasonably  cer- 
tain  that  if  the  pressure  of  physical  necessity  had^made  thet-  ' 
colonial  proposition  acceptable  to  them  they  would  not  have 
thought  favorably  of  it  from  a  mere  missionary  point  of  view. 
Yet  when  dire  necessity  thru:;t  it  upon  them,  il  at  once  as- 
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sumed    in   their   eyes    tne    aspect    of   a   religious  movement    for 
the    convevGion  of    the  heathen.  The    idea   of  planting  a   col- 

ony   m  America   for    the    propagation   of   their   faith   and    the 
salvation   of   the   heathen  v;as   rendered   practicable    by   three 
sisters   of    influential    family  v/ho  vrere  members    of   their   com- 
munity. (1)  These    ladies   were    sisters    of  Cornelius   van 
Aarrsens   Lord    of   Sommelsdyk,    and   (Governor   of      ?iuptnan. 
This    aeland   had   passed    into   possession   of   the   Dutch,    by    the 
treaty   of   Rreda   l*^n7,    in   compensation   for  New  York  v/hich  v;as 
ced-ed    to    the  Engl ish_^ Surinam   s  ^  .n   ci.f  te-^.yards   passed    into    pos- 
session  of   the   West.    India   Company,    vyhich  disi>osed    of    one 
third    of    it    to   Van  Aarrsens   who   became    its   gove.'Tior,    and    one 
third    to    the    city   of  Amsterdam.  This    seemed    to   be      the  i»et 
most   desirable    place    in   the    new  world   for    the   establishment 
of    their   colony,         as    .     it    constituted    tlie    sole    possession 
of   the   Dutch    in      America,      and    so    the   Labadists    considered    il 
a  most  i^e^twiit-oiis   circumstance    ,that    through,    their  relations 
v/ith   the    sisters    of   the   Governor   they  might    effect    their   col- 

(1)        Kok-'^drerlandsch  Woorderba^k,    see    Aarrsens. 
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ony  under  his  immediate  palronace  and  protection.   (1)    An 
assemblage  of  the  community  was  consequently  held  and  it  v;as 
determined  to  send  out  deputies  who  should  exairiine  into  the 
availability  of  the  place  for  their  purpose,  and  upon  the 
findings  of  their  report,  future  action  should   be  based. 
The  Governor  of  Rurina?!  seeing  the  prospect  of  colonizing  ^". 
his  island  with  pious  and  industrious  people  made  the  most 
favorable  representations  to  this  committee .     Rut  vrhen   the 
colony  vAas  actually  effected  the  Labadists  found  tha. t  instead 
of  the  Eden  they  had  imagined  it  to  be,  it  approximated  more 
closely  to  a  hospital.      The  colonial  scheme  proved  a  com- 
plete failure  and  the  high  hopes  of  the  Labadists  v/-ere  disap- 
pointed. 

But  even  before  Surinam  had  risen  in  their  perspec- 
tive as  the  ideal  site  for  a  colony  they  had  turned  their 
eyes  longingly  towards  Nev;  Netherlands.     Rut  in  eonsidering 
a  settlement  there-  they  were  partially  deterred  by  the  fact 

(1)  De  Labadie  en  de  Labadisfen,  part  II,  p.  132, 
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that  tobacco  which  was  such  f.  staple  rn-'oduct  was  interdicted 
by  the  rules  of  their  society.      But  more  important  than 
this  consideration  was  %he   fact  that  the  Dutch  colony  had 
become  an  English  possession.     Yet  they  v;ere  j^ractically 
limited  to  that  one  point    in  America  if  they  desired  to  go 
where  they  would  be  surrounded  by  Dutch  associations  and  in- 
fluences.    Rut  they  were  apprehensive  tliat  they  -.vould  not 
enjoy  religious  liberty  under   the  English  regime  as  the  then 
governor  of  New  York  was  a  Roman  Catholic. (1)    Especially, 
hov;ever ,  v/ere  they  solicitous  as  to  the  probable  degree  of 
success  with  which  they  might  preach  the  evangelical  faith 
to  the  nati-"-es.     It  vras   detennined  to  send  out  two   of  their 

nugibor  to  New  York  to  secure  land  for  the  colony  at  once. 

■p 
The  commissioners  selected  v;ore  Peter  Schluter  ard  Jaspr.r 

Bankers.    The  latter  had  conducted  the  second  company  to 

Surinam  and  the  former  was  one  of  the  most  representative 

men  of  the  Labadist  community.    He  with  his  brother  an§ 

(1)   Gov.  Andros.    De  Labadie  en  de  Labadisten,  Part  I. 
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sister  hcd  united  v/ith  the  Labadists  at  Amstertiam,  but  his 
brother  had  left  them  at  Altona  through  dissatisfaction  v/ith 
their  practices.      The  journal  of  their  travels  kept  by 
these  tv/o  men,  const  itute   a  most  important  source  of  infor- 
mation concerning  the  Labadists  in  America.  (1)     But  for 
some  prudential  reason  v/hich  does  not  iminediately  appear, 
the  iv/o  Labadists  ^chluter  and  Bankers  travelled  ixnde  r  the 
assumed  names  of  P.  ''^orstrnan  and  J.  Schilders.    They  de- 
scribe their  departure  thus: --"On  the  eighth  of  June  1^79, 
we  left  home  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  taking  leave 
of  those  with  whom  God  had  joined  us  fast  in  spirit,  they 
comi-.ii  t  ting  us  and  we  them  ,  with  tenderness  of  heart,  into 
the  gracious  protection  of  tne  Highest."     After  a  voyage 
whose  incidents  are  faithfully  recorded,  they  arrived  at  New 
York  on  Saturday  t?ie  23rd,  of  September.    The  next  day  "in 
order  to  avoid  scandal,  as  well  as  for  other  reasons",  they 
went  to  Church  and  heard  a  sermon  by  Dominie  Schaats,  of  whidri 

(1)  Memoirs  of  the  Long  Island  Historical  Society,  Vol.  I. 


-  69  - 


the    journalist   Dankers,   declares   that   he  h?d   never    in  all 
his   lire   heard   anythinf^  more   miserable.  'Rut    then   their 

observations    on  ministrations    ol'   other    communions   v;ere   uni- 
formly  uncomplimentary,    so    that    this   criticism  can  be    taken 
c ^uni  grano    sa.1  i s  »  On   the    follov/ing   Thursday   tViey   received 

a   call    from  a   person  v/ho  v/as   later    identified   with   the   Lab- 
ad  ists   and    to  whom   they  appear   to  have   brovi|;ht    letters. 
This   was   Arnold   de    la   Grange.  His    attire    offended    the    sim- 

plicity  of    th'^ir    tastes   ve  r-y  much,    and    their   allusion      to 
him   is    consequently  unflattering.        He    invited    them   to    accom- 
pany him   to    the    South   River,    for   v/iiich  they   thanked   him 
without    giving   him   any   assurances    that    they   would   do   so,    say- 
ing   that    tney   would    await    the   Lord's    will   as    to   their   future 
course.  Their    journal    is    instructive    as   showing   the   manner 

of   life    of    tlie    American  colonists    at    this    time,    unless   their 
experiences   v/ere   of  an   exceptional    character.  Speaking 

of   a   nip-ht    spent    on   tne   estates    of   a   fellow   c  ountrjTnan  from 
Utrecht    they    say: --"After   supper  we  v/ent    to    sleep    in   the 
barn,    upon   some    straw   spread   with    sheep-skins,    in   the   midst 
of   the    continual  grunting    of  hogs,    squealing   of   pigs,    bleat - 
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ing  and  coughing  of  sheep,  barking'  of  dors,  cro'"inf'^  of  cocks, 
caCklinfj  of  hens,  and.  especially  a  goodly  quantity  of  fleas 
and  vermin,  of  no  small  portion  of  v/hich  we  were  participants; 
and  all  v/ith  an  open  barn  door,  through  v/hich  a  fresh  north- 
west wind  was  blowing.     Though  ••re   could  not  sleep,  we 
could  not  complain,  in  as  much  as  we  had  the  same  quarters 
and  kind  of  bed  that  their  own  son  usually  had,  who  hpd  now 
on  our  arrival  crept  in  the  straw  behind  us." 

They  did  not  fail  to  improve  any  occasion  of  quietly 
insinuating  their  doctrines  into  the  minds  of  those  v/hom 
they  met  in  familiar  converse.    They  endeavored  to  bring 
Arnold  de  la  Grange  and  his  v/ife^  to  their  v;ay  of  thinking, 
and  also  entered  into  a  friendly  controversy  on  the  subject 
of  vital  religion  v/ith  an.  Abraham  Lanoy,  a  school -master,  v/ho 
conducted  a  catechetical  class  in  the  absence  of  a  regular 
minister,  and  whose  ministrations  they  assert  v/ere  more  like 
those  of  a  school -maste r  of  the  world,  than  cf  one  in  the 
school  of  Christ.     They  had  not  yet  become  unmindful  of 
the  chief  object  of  tije  colony  they  v/ere  to  establish,  the 
conversion  of  tiie  natives.      They  availed  themselves  of 
such  opiportunities  as  were  offered,  to  become  acquainted  with 
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the  religious  conceptions  of  the  Indians.     Taey   express 
themselves  with  great  indignation  against  the  frauds  perpe- 
trated upon  the  natives  by  the  white  traders,  and  are  esps- 
ciallj''  vehement  against  the  traffic  in  drink  carried  on  with 
them.     "Although",  say  they,"  it  is  forbidden  to  sell  drink 
to  the  Indians,  yet  every  ono  does  it,  ancl  so  miich  the  more 
earnestly,  and  with  so  mucn  greater  and  burning  avarice,  that 
it  is  done  in  secret.    To  this  extent  and  further  reaches 
the  damnable  and.  insatiable  covetousness  of  most  of  those 
who  here  call  themselves  Christians."     These  sentiments 
might  be  v/orthy  of  greater  respect  if  the  after  history  of 
those  v/ho  voiced  them  did  not  reveal  an  equally  reprehensible 
greed  of  gain. 

An  avent  occurred  shortly  after  this,  v/hich  in  its 
ultimate  result  determined  the  place  of  the  Labadist  settle- 
ment and  linked  Maryland  with  a  religious  movement  too  mod- 
est in  its  local  develoximent  to  elicit  more  than  a  passing 
remark  from  her  historians,  but  which  has  employed  the  pens 
of  the  Dutch  v/riters  as  one   of  the  most  significr.nt  devel- 
opirients  of  the  Reformed  Church. of  the  Nethe  j'lands  .     This 
event  is  mentioned  in  the  journal  as  follows : --"From  this 
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time  (Oct.  18th,)  to  the  22nd,  of  October,  nothing  especiali^; 
took  place  excspt  that  v;e  spoke  to  one  Ephraim,  a  young 
trader,  who  was  just  marr-ied  here,  and  v;rio  intended  to  go 
to  the  South  River,  v/here  he  usually  dv.'elt,  for  vrhich  pur- 
pose he  was  only  waiting  horses  and  men  from  there."  (1) 
Young  Ephraim  tendered  the  two  Labadists  his  services  and 
his  horses,  if  they  would  accompany  him.     They  thankfully 
accepted  his  offer. 

While  it  is  doubtless  a  fact  that  t-ie  Labadists  wore 
influenced  to  make  the  journey  v/ith  Ephraim  Herman   to  his 
father's  estates  by  reason  of  the  representations  of  its 
suitability  to  their  purpo;-  :    .ich  he  made  to  them,  yet 
it  must  always  be  born  m  mind  that  no  place  would  have  been 
available  for  their  purposes  where  they  would  not  be  permit- 
ted the  free  exercise  of  their  religion.     It  v/as  this  con- 
sideration which  largely  influenced  their  emigration  to  Suri- 
nam, and  It  was  the  deterrent  factor  in  their  minds  when 


(1)  M.emoirs  of  the  Long  Island,  Historical  Society,  '^''ol .  I, 
p.  153. 
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they  had.  New  Netherlands  unde  :•  consideration  as  a  place  of 
settlement.     ^o   while  they  make  no  statement  to  that  effect 
it  se.-ins  entirely  plausible  that  in  their  journey  to  Maryland 

^  ll  t^  ^r 

and  final  settlement  upon' the  lands  of  Augustine  Hei^man  *ere 
lar£;Gly  influenced  by  representations  of  Ephraim  Hefnan  in 
regard  to  the  religious  policy  of  th'^  province.     Indeod  it 
seems  quite  unlikely  that  such  an  all-important  object  of 
their  mission  to  Ainei-ica  should  have  been  overlooked  in  their 
various  conversations  v;ith  Epfraim  on  the  cha-'acter  of  their 
coiTH'ii  ssion.     Hence  the  theory  of  the  relation  bet'.veen  the 
toleration  of  Maryland  and  the  settlement  of  the  Labadists 
within  her  boundaries   a])pears  entirely  reasonable. 

After  a  number  of  unavoidable  delays,  Ephraim  Her- 
man announced  to  the  Labadists  his  readiness  to  start  on 
their  journey  to  Delaware.     Their  journal  of  daily  events 
during  this  v., "age  is  not  noteworthy  for  present  purposes, 
except  for  their  comments  upon,  and  characterization  of  the 
Quakers,  wiiom  they  held  in  the  greatest  contempt,  notwith- 
standing the  high  esteem  v;ith  v;hich  the  Society  of  Friends 
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was  regarded  by  the  Labadists  at  Weiv/ard.     They  speak  of 
theii"  experience  at  Burlinf^ton,  a  Quaker  village,  as  follov/s-r 
"We  went  again  to  the  -^'illage  this  morning,  and  entered  the 
ordinary  exhorters 'house ,  where  we  breakfasted  with  Quakers, 
but  the  most  worldly  of  men  m  all  their  deportment  and  con- 
^'■er  sat  ions  .    We  foimd  lying  upon  the  window  a  copy  of  '^''irgi;^ 
as  if  It  were  a  coiruTion  hand-book,  and  also  Helmont's  book 
on  medicine,  whom,  in  an  introduction  which  they  have  made 
to  it,  they  make  pass  for  one  of  their  sect,  although  in  his 
life-time  he  did  not  know  anything  about  Quakers,  and  if  they 
had  been  in  the  v/orld  or  should  ha-^e  come  into  it,  vmile  they   ^ 
lived,  he  would  quickly  have  said  no,  to  them;  but  it  seems 
these  people  will  make  all  those  v/ho  have  had  any  genius  in 
any  respect,  more  than  common, pass  for  theirs,  which  is 
great  pride  ,\yishing  to  place  themselves  far  above  all  others; 
v/horeas  the  most  of  them  v/hom  I  have  seen  as  yet,  are  mis- 
erably self-minded,  in  physical  and  religious  knowledge . (1 ) 
Further  in  their  journal  they  describe  their  experience  with 

(1)  Memoirs  p.  176. 
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tlie    Quakers    again: --"In   the   evening    there   also  arrived    three 
Quakers    ,    one    of  v-'hom  was    t'ne  greatest   prophetess,    v/ho   trav- 
els   through    the    whole    coun-.rj'-    in   order    to    quake .         She    lives 
in  Maryland    and    forsakes   husband   and    children,    plantation 
and  all,    and   goes   off   for   this    purpose.  '~he   had    been   to 

Boston,    and   Avas    there    arrested   by    tlie    authorities   on   account 
of  her   quakery.  This  v;orthy   personage    came    'ixQve    in    the 

house   vrhertf  we   were,    althoi.;gh  Ephr<aini  avoided   her.  They 

sat   by    the    fire    and  drank   a  dram  of   rum  with   each   other,    and 
in   a   short    tine    aftervrards   began   to    shake    and   groan   so,    that 
we   did   not    know  v/hat   had   happened,    anc".    supposed    tiiey   v;ere 
going   to    preach,    but   notaing    came    out    of    it.         I    could    not 
endure    them,    and   went    out    of  doors." (1)         Tna   next   day    the 
journalist    cont  inues ,  "The   dinner   being   ready,    I   v;as   placed 
at    the    table   next    to    the    before— named   prophetess,    v/ho,   v/hile 
they   all    sat    at    the    table,    began   to   groan   and   quake   gradually 
until   at    length    the   whole    bench   shook.        Then   rising   up   she 
began   to    ijray,    shrieking    so   that    she    could    be   heard   as    far 
as    the    r-iver." 


(1)  Memoirs,    pp.    182-183. 

(2)  Memoirs,    p.    186. 
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The    follov/ing   day   they   arrived   at    New   Castle    and 
were   v/elcomed   at   Ephraim  Herman's   house    (1)    by   his    sisters, 
whom   they   describe    as    "a   little   volatile,    but    of   a   sv;eet 
and   good   disposition".  Here    they  met   Mr.    John  Moll   v;ith 

v/hom   they  had    become    acquainted    in  Nev/  York.  He   was   a 

man   of   considerable   distinction    in   the    affairs    of  New   Castle, 
and.    of   Delaware    for  many   years.  T?.Tiile    they  v^ere    the   guests 

of  Ephraim  Hefean,    they   embraced    the    opportunity    of   convers- 
ing  with   his   sisters    on   their   relif;ious   beliefs,    with   sane 
success.  With   regard    to  Ei)hraim  and  his   wife,    they    con- 

fidently  express    the   hope    that    they  v^oula    yet    bring    forth   the 
seed    the   Loi'd   had    sown    in    them,    in  his    own   time. 

Prom  Ephraim  Herman's   the    two   Labadists   proceeded 
in   company  with  Mr.   Moll    to   the   home    of    the    latter, with    the 
expectation   of  meeting    there    the    servants   of   Casparus  Herman 
the   brother   of  Ephraim,    who    would    conduct    them   to    their  mas- 
ter's  plantation,    where    the  Labadists   had   hopes    of   securing 
some    land    for    their   purposes.         In   the    afternoon   they   arrived 
at   Mr.    Moll's   home   wheve    they   remained   ovir  night.  The 

(1)    Memoirs,    p.    198, 

-77    - 


description  '/hich  they  give  of  tneir  ac  commodr.t  ions  vividly 
deT'ictiS  the  rude  manner  of  life  of  even  the  more  v/ell-to-do- 
colonists  uV   Harjrland  of  that  day.    Speakinj^  of  the  indented 
servants  of   Mr.  Moll's  they  digress  sufficiently  to  give  an 
excellent  insif_;ht  into  the  practice  as  conducted  in  Maryland 
and  Virginia.        "For  their  usual  food"  say  they,  "the 
servants  liav  -  nothing  but  Maize  bread  to  eat,  and  water  to 
drink,  wliich  sometimes  is  not  very  good  and  scarcely  enough 
for  life,  yet  they  ar«  compelled  to  v;ork  hard.    They  are 
brought  from  England  in  great  numbers  into  Maryland,  '^''irginia 
and  the  Menades ,  and  sold  each  one  according  to  his  conditio^ 
for  a  certain  term  of  years,  five,  six,  seven  or  more.    And 
thus  they  are  by  hundreds  of  thousands,  compelled  to  spend 
their  lives  here  and  and  in  Virginia,  and  elsewhere  in  plant- 
ing that  vile  tobacco,  which  vanishes  into  smoke,  and  is  for 
the  most  part  miserably  abused.     It  is  the  chief  article 
of  trade  in  tne  country.    If  they  only  v/ished  it,  they 
could  have  everything  for  the  support  of  life  in  abundance, 
for  they  have  land  and  appliances  sufficient  for  that  end,  bt. 
but  that   insatiable  avarice  must  be  fed  and  sustained  by  the 
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bloody  sweat  of  these  poor  people.      After  v/e  had  supped, 
Mr.  y.oll,  vmo  would  be  civil,  wished  us  to  lie  upon  a  bed 
that  was  there,  and  he  would  lie  upon  a  bench,  vjhich  we  de- 
clined; and  as  this  continued  for  some  length  of  time,  I  lay 
upon  a  heap  of  maize,  and  he  and  my  comrade  afterwards  did 
the  Scune.     This  v/as  very  uncomfortable  and  chilly,  but  it 
had  to  go  so."  (1 ) 

Tht  next  day,  tiie  servants  of  Casparus  Hefman  not 
having  arrived  they  proceeded  without  them.    TOien  they  ar- 
rived there  they  ij  und  the  master  cf  the  house  av.'ay.     They 
employed  the  time  in  exiilorin^^  the  place — r^t  Augustine  Manor- 
and  concluded  that  it"would  not   badly  i^uifthem.     The 
niJxt  day  they  proceeded  towards  Augustine  Herman's  on  the 
Maryland  side,  by  v;ay  of  a  road  that  had  been  cut  betv/een 
the  two  plantations.     On  the  way  they  met  Casparus  He'/'man, 
v/ho  expressed  regret  at  Mis  absence  from  home.     They  ar- 
rived at  Bohemia  Manor  tlie.  same  afternoon  and  describe  it  as 
a  noble  ])iece  of  land.     They  speak  of  Maryland  generally 

as 

( 1 )  Memo  i  r  s ,  p .  192. 
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aii  the  most  fertile  i)ortiun  of  North  Ainerica,  and  add  that 
it  co-aid  be  wished  that  it  v/ere  also  the  most  healthy. 

They  found  Augustine  Herman  confined  to  his  home  ill, 
and  presented  to  him  their  letters  of  introduction  from  E- 
phraim.(l)    He  appears  to  have  been  attracted  to  the  two 
Labadists,  and  assures  them  that  while  he  would  not  consent 
to  sell  or  hire  his  land  to  Englishmen,  yet  they  might  buy 
what  they  desired,  cheap.     Though  no  definite  contract  ap- 
pears to  have  been  entered  into  at  the  time,  yet  it  seems 
that  there  v;as  such  an  londerstanding  jetveen  them  as  to  render 
Herman  legaJly  liable  for  a  transfer  of  a  portion  oi'  his  es- 
tate to  the  Labadists,as  the  latter  on  their  return  to  Amer- 
ica actually  did  enforce  by  law  the  consummation  of  the  sale 
which  se-.ms  to  havo  been  agreed  .upon. 

Their  passports   having  been  signed  by  "ugustine  ^fef- 
man,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  they  proceeded  on  their  way,  vis- 
iting a  nuii;ber  of  plantations.        They  speak  with  amaze- 
ment of  the  number  of  water-fov^l  vrhich  resorted  to  the  waters 
of  the  various  creeks  and  rivers,  asserting  that  when  they 
arose  the  sound  of  their  wings  v;as  like  a  v/hirl-wind. 

(l)Memoirs,  p.  195.    -  80  - 


They   returned    to    the    plantation   of      Casparus  He]^man 
and   again   Torind   him  av/ay    t'ran  home;    he    being    in   attendance 
upi^n    tl-ie    sitting   of    the    Court    of  Nev;   Castle,    of  v/hich  he   v/as 
a  member.  They    again   examined    the    place   and   found    it    in 

eifery  way  a  desirable;  location,  except  th^.t  it  lay  alom_,  a 
road^and  vras  therefore  resorted  to  by  everyone,  especiallj^ 
by   those   miserable    Quakers."  On   the    return   of   Casparus 

he    conversed   v;ith   the   Labadists    in   regard    to   a   piece    of  land 
embr-acod    in   Bohemia  Manor,    the    estate   of   the   elder  Herman, 
and    the    purchase    of  which   they  hyd    already  discussed  v/ith 
Augustine    and   his    son  Ephraim.  It   vre...    upon   this   land    that 

the   settlement    of    the  Labadists   v;as   late?'-  effected. 

Tne    coirnfi'snts    of    the   Labadists   upon   the    religious      ;.  a 
state    of  Maryland    and   Virginia,    are   not    flattering.         "The 
lives   of   the   planters    in  Maryland    and   '"'irginia   ",    say   they, 
"are    very  godless    and    profane.  They   listen  neither  to 

God,    nor  his    commandments,    ?nd   have   neither   Church,  nor   clois- 
ter. Sometimes    there    is    someone   v.'ho    is    called   a  minister, 
who  does   not    as   elsev^here,    serve    in   one    place,    for    in   all 
■^''irginia   and   Maryland    there    is   not    a    city   or   a   village-- but 
travels    for   profit,    and    for   that    purpose   visits    the    covintry 

and    there    addresses    the   people;    but    I    knov    of   no   public   as- 
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asseinbla.£,e    being  he]d    in    these    places;    you  hear    orten   thai 
these  ministers   are    worse    than  anybod;"   else."(l) 

The    tv/o   Labadists   proceeded   to  Fev/   Oastle,    Dela\"are 
and   were    cordially   received   by    their-   friend  Ephraim  Herman. 
On   tno    loliowing  Monday,    in   company  v^ith    the    latter   and   Mr. 
Moll,    they    started    on  horse-back   for   Christina.         They   ar- 
rived   at    a   plantation   on   Christina   Creek   owned    conjointly 
by  Ephraim  Herman  and   Mr.    Moll.  They   examined    this    aM 

some    land    on   ^    neif,hboring   plantation,    v/ith   reference   to 
their    colony.  The    follov/m^   Friday  Ephraim  Herman  ha^sa  ng 

been   sent    for   by   his    father,  repaired    i.o   Pohemia  I!anor 

in   o  mpany  vrith  Mr.   Moll.  (2)         Th-^      Labad  ists    thought    the 
surmons  v;as    in   somev/ay    ccnnected   v/ith    their   visit    to   Augus- 
tine  Herman   and    that    the    latter  v/ished    to    cons^^lt   with  his 
son  Ephraim,    concerning    the   terms    of  disposal    of    the   land    to 
the   Labacists  whicli    they  had   desired    to   purchase.  Rut    in 

vievv   of    subsequent    d'^velopment s    it    seems    very  much  more    prob 
able    that    Augustine  Hefean'i    suspicions   had   become    aroused 


(l)Memoirs,    p.    218. 
( (2)    Menoirs   p.    225. 
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v;ith  regard  to  the  Labadists  and  that  he  sent  for  his  son 
to  induce  him  to  sever  his  relations  v/ith  them.     Augustine 
Herman  seems  to  have  become  thorou^jily  av/-ake  to  the  possible 
effects  of  the  influence  v/hicn  the  Labadists  viere  exerting 
upon  his  eldest  son.    This  is  borne  out  b;;  the  fact  that 
the  Labadists  had  to  resort  to  legal  measures  to  obtain  the 

I 

land , i:»gulat  ir&jfts  for  v/hich  appear  to  hava  gone  so  far  as  to 
insure  to  them  legal  right  to  a  consummation  of  sale.  Besides 
this  a  codicil  to  the  v/ill  of^  Augustine  Herman  vrhich  was 
appended  not  a  great  v/hile  subsequent  '  to  this,  provision  is 
made  for  the  appointment  of  three  of  his  neighbors  as  his 
executors  instead  of  his  son  Ephraim,  the  motive  assigned  for 
the  change  being  that  Ephraim  adhered  to  the  Labadist   fac- 
tion and  v/as  ^^sing  his  best  efforfes  to  proselyte  his  brothers 
and  sisters,  and  he  feared  the  Labadists  would  become,  throu^^ 
Ephraim  sole  ovmers  of  all  his  lands.     His  fea  -s  v;*  re  fully 
realized . 

After  the  departure  of  Ephraim  He:^in&n   for  Bohemia 
Manor,  the  Labadists  engagect  his  wife  in  conversation  about 
religious  matters,  and  expressed  themselves  as  ha-\i  ng  a  good 
hope  that  she  would  yet  be  v/on  over  to  their  faith.     They 
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assert  oi'  Ephraim  that  he  had  been  a  bad,  artful  fellov/  in 
his  youth,  and  godless  in  all  his  viays,  but  had  repented  of 
his  ways,  and  upon  conversing  v/ith  them  and  seeing  their  man- 
ner of  life,  he  had  exaiiiined  himnelf  and  was  endeavoring  to 
correct  his  faults.        Th.^y  append  the  devout-  prayers 
that  the  Lord  might  bestov;  on  him   true  grace. 

The  Labadists  seem  to  have  concluded  that  the  bus- 
iness for  which  they  had  been  c  oiiinissioned  by  the  Weiv/ard 
Colony,  ''e.s   satisfactorily  transacted,  for  they  started  on 
their  return  to  Nev/  Netherlands,  for  the  purpose  of  leaving 
the  ffiuntry.     Until  their  departure,  their  journal  is 
prolix  v;ith  conversations  held  vrith  persons  on  the  subject 
of  religion,  some  of  v/hom  they  report  as  converted  to  their 
faith,  and  a  few  of  whom  are  afterwards  met  v/ith  a  connection 
v;ith  the  Labadist  settlement  in  Maryland.     The  policy  of 
these  two  Labadists  was  to  enlist  converts  by  personal  con- 
verse and  not  by  preaching.       They  consistently  sought  to 
shield  themselves  from  public  notice  as  though  fearful  that 
the  object  of  their  visit  to  the  country  becoming  known, 
their  plans  might  miscarry.     Prom  considerations  of  pru- 
dence alone,  as  they  themselves  admit,  they  attended  church 
service  whenever  possible  on  Sundays  and  refrained  aritag"^- 


onizing  in  any  public  manner  the  prevalent  religious  doc- 
trines and  iiractices.     And  indeed,  the  aggressive  spirit 
v/hich  characterized  the  Labadists  of  New  Netherlands  nevur 
did  manifest  itself  in  the  daug'nter  church  of  the  new  v;orld . 
7/hile  avfait, ing  a  ship  in  v.-hich  to  take  passage,  they  received 
a  visit  fro  Ephraim  Hei^ms;n  and  his  vyife  in  fulfillment  of  a 
promise  made  them  on  their  departure  from  New   Castle  . 

A  notable  event  v/hich  occurred  a  few  days  after\7;:rds 
v/as  a  visit  paid  the  Labadists  by  one  Pieter  Beyaert  who  is 
referred  to  as  "a  deacon  of  the  Dutch  Church,  a  very  good 
sort  of  a  person,  v;hom  God  the  Lord  began  to  touch  and  en- 
lighten, both  in  regard  to  the  destruction  of  the  world  in 
general  and  of  himself  in  particular ." (1 )    This  was  Peter 
Bayard  the  ancestor  of  the  Bayards  of  Delav/are.    He  left 
Nev/  Amsterdam  and  removed  to  the  vicinity  of  Casparus  HeiW-n's 
home  and  was  subsequently  a  member  of  t'^e  Labadist  community. 

On  June  19th,  the  Labadists  embarked  for  Boston,  in- 
tending to  visit  that  place  bei'ors  starting  for  ?/eiv/ard. 
Their  continued  stay  at  New  Amsterdam  v/ithout  any  apparent 
business  had  led  to  various  suspicions  and  surmises  concern- 
ing.      Thej?-  were  variously  believed  to  be  Catholic 


(1)  Memoirs,  p.  343-344  .  "  ^^ 


priests,  Quakers,  Brownists,  v.n^,   David  JoristSt     They  scru- 
pulously preserved  their  incognito  .The  same  siispicious  atti- 
tude tovAards  them  was  encountered  in  Roston.     Here  they 
vrerQ   suspected  of  bein,';;  Jesuits. 

They  speak  in  terms  of  praise  of  John  Eliot  the 
misionary  to  the  Indians,  upon  whom  they  called  twice  and  to 
whom  they  presented  a  copy  of  one  of  their  publications. 
According  to  their  report  Eliot  expressed  himself  as  highly 
pleased  with  the  iirinciples  of  their  faith  as  given  in  the 
treatise  v/hich  they  had  presented  to  him  and  expressed  him- 
self as  profoundly  grateful  to  God  for  sending  such  pious 
people  to  the  shores  of  the  nev.r  v;orld .     On  the  23rd  of  the 
month (July)  the  Labadists  set  sail  for  Europe. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


THE  LABADISTS  AND  THE  MANOR. 


In  1683  the  two  Labadists  again  returned  to  Maryland 
bringing  with  them  the  nucleus  of  a  colony.     As  has  been 
already  stated,  Augustine  Herman  refused  to  consummate : the 
sale  of  his  land  to  them  and  they  only  succeeded  m  obtaining 
V(-hat  has  since  then  been  called  th^j  La*)adie  tract,  by  recoui'se 
to  law.    The  dc;ed  is  executed  to  Peter  Sluyter  .alias  Vor&m 
man),  Jasper  Danckers  (alias  Schilders,  of  Friedland)PetrWs 
Bayard,  of  Nev:  York  and  John  Moll  and  Ai-nold  de  la  Gi'ange, 
in  company.    This  deed  is  datud  Aug.  11th,  1684  (l)   The 
tract  conveyed  embr'aced  four  necks  of  land  sastv/ardly  from 
the  first  creek  that  empties  into  Boheada  River  from  the  Kiuiai 
Noi'th  or  North-east  to  near  the  Old  St.  Augustine  or  Manor 
Ghmrch.    It  contained  thirty- seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
,        Those  vmo  wei'c  associated  with  Sluyter  axid  Bankers 
in  this  land  transaction  are  all  persons  who  have  been  refer- 
red to  befoi'e  in  this  paper.    They  wei'e  all  professed  con- 
vei'ts  to  Labadism.    Soon  after  they  had  received  tr.e  deed 


(1)  Balto.  Co.  Land  Records, 
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to  the  land  Mcll  and  La  Gi'ange  conveyed  thsir  intei'ests  in 
It  to  Sluytei'  and  CanckCi's.    Bayard  retained  his  mt ar ust 
until  1688  v/hen  he  seemts  to  have  left  the  commimity  and  re- 
turned to  hi  a  v;ife.  (1) 

The  advent  of  the  Labadists  into  Maryland  does  not 

seem  to  have  attracted  very  great  attention.   Tliey  were  not 

more  t  han 
niTnier-ically  st  i-ong  and  nevex-   did  n-oraber-  a  hundred  pei'sons. 

Their  converts  seemed  principally  to  have  'oeen   made  in  New 

Yci'k  among  their  ov/n  countryfmen.    Wiiile  •'■he  ceremonials 

of  thei>'  faith  v/ere  adhered  to,  they  found  the  industrial 

demands  upon  the;:,  so  great  that  there  does  not  appear  to 

have  been  any  very  energetic  effort  made  towards  v/mnmg 

proselytes  to  their  faith.   As  has  been  noticed  in  a  previous 

chaptei',  discipline  '.vas  rigidly   enforced  in  the  eomiriunity. 

The  indistrial  activities  of  the  Labadists  shov/  the  influence 

upon  them  of  ne'v  conditions.    The  objection  to  colonizing 

in  Amei-'ica  had  been  the  opposition  of  the  Labadists  to  the 

use  of  tobacco  v/hich  they  knev/  to  be  a  staple  product  in 


(I)  He  and  Ephriain  Herman  had  both  separated  from  their  '.vives 
on  embracing  Labadism,   There  is  a  tradition  that  Augustine 
Herman  pronovinced  a  curse  on  his  son  Ephi'iam  that  he  might  hot 
live  tv/o  yeai's  after  his  union  v/ith  the  Labadists  and  it  is 
said  that  he  actually  did  die  v;ithin  that  time,  but  not  be- 
fore he  had  repented  of  joining  the  Labadists  and  like  Bayard, 
returned  to  his  .vife, 
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that  counti'y.   Another*  practice  \7hich  was  st^'on^ly  stigiJiatxzel 
by  the  Labadist  in  their  journal  was  traffic  in  slaves.   Yet 
we  find  them  engaged  in  their  settlement  in  the  cultivation 
of  tobacco  extensively  and  employing,  for  the  purpose  the 
slave  labor  which  had  been  so  abhorrent  to  them. 

In  addition  to  tobacc9  th-i  account  of  the  visit  of 
Saiuuel  Bov/nas  to  the  Labadist  community,  mentions  the  cul- 
ture of  corn,  flax  and  hemp, and  cattle  raising  as  promi- 
nent among  their  industi"ies.    But  the  mam  purpose  of  form- 
ing the  community  was  not  i-apidly  accomplished.    Though 
they  numbered  at  the  time  of  the  visit  which  Samuel  Bownas 
describes,  upwards  of  a  hundred  persons  yet  that  was  their 
maximum  development.   Augustine  Hei'man  in  the  codicil  of  his 
will  has  left  on  record  his  feelings  towards  the  Labadists, 
and  the  sentiment  of  disti'ust  and  detestation  entei'tained  by 
him  appear  to  have  been  shared  generally  by  the  neighbors 

of  the  Labadists. 

and 
Their  peculiar  practices  exclusiveness  of  life  en- 
gendered a  disti'ust  whicij  was  not  favorable  to  the  propaga- 
tion of  thet/'tfaith.    And  in  fact  there  is  lacking  evidence 
of  any  attempt  by  energetic  public  pi'eaching  among  the  colo- 
nists, or*  missionary  efforts  among  the  Indians,  to  realize 
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the  hopes  of  the  mother  culony  in  sending  thein  out.    It  may 
be  that  the  report  of  the  decline  of  their  faith  at  Weiv/ard 
had  a  disheartning  effect  upon  them.    Eut  however   this  may 
be,  the  fact  is  indisputable  that  the  spirit  of  zeal  for  the 
salvation  of  rr.en  which  gave  rise  to  Labadist  was  not  manifes- 
ted by  the  church  in  Maryland,    Theii'  efforts  m  this  di- 
rection v/ere  confined  to  endeavors. at  proselyting  individuals 
and  fi-equently  those  v/ei'e  selected  for  their  proselyting  at- 
tempts v;ho  would  bring  som'c-  substantial  material  benefits  to 
the  community. 

In  1$98,  there  'vas  a  division  of  the  lana  among  thu 
principal  members  of  the  community,   Sluyter  conveyed  for  a 
mei"e  nominal  I'ent,  tiie  greatei'  part  of  the  land  which  he 
possessed  to  Herman  von  Farkelo,  Nicholas  de  la  Montaigne, 
Peter  de  Konmg  Derrick  Kolchjuan,  Henry  Sluyter,  Sajauel  Bay- 
ard and  John  Moll  Jr.    He  retained  on<-  of  the  necks  ol'  land 
for  himself  and  became  very   wealthy.    In  172^  Peter  Sluyter 
died.    Though  up  to  that  time  thei'e  seems  to  have  been  some 
sort  of  oi'gainzation  kept  up  among  the  Labadists,  yet  the 
division  of  the  land  m  1C98  affected  the  disintegration  of 
the  community  as  did  a  some'.vhat  similai-  condition  of  the 
company  at  Weiwai'd  at  about  the  same  time.    But  at  Weiv/ard 
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the  final  dissolution  cainw  by  consultative  action,  and  the 
members  were  gladly  received  back  into  the  Reloi-rned  church, 
where  they  continued  as  a   leaven  of  profound  spirituality 
whose  influence,  it  is  asserted  has  neve;*  died.    But  in 
Maryland  the  aissolution  came;  by  the  lo^ic  of  events.    The 
community  dwindled  into  extinction.   Cei'tam  it  is,  ti^at 
five  years  after  the  death  of  Sluytei*  the  Labadists  had 
ceased  to  exist  as  a  co;.m\inity  in  Bohemia  Manor.  (1) 

Were  it  not  for  cei'tain  faiailies  of  prominence  which 
have  descended  fj'om  the  Labadist  settlers,  the  conununity  in 
Bohenia  Manoi"  would  be  but  a  meraory,     Tne  geneology  of  the 
Sluyter  Eouchelle  and  Bayard  families  has  been  carefully 
traced  by  Rev,  Mallery  in  his  excellent  monograph.  (2)   The 

most  illusti'ioas  living  i-epi-esentative  of  the  old  "Labadie 

7-/i'<'  ^i/^f'/i- 
faction"  is  tlie  Hon.  James  Bayard,  United  States  Ambassador 

to  England. 

When  v/e  come  to  examine  into  the  failure  of  L&bacism 

to  establish  itself  permanently  m  the  new  world,  vre   find  it 

attributable  more  to  the  nature  of  the  system  than  to  the 


(1)  Memoirs   of  the  Long  Island  His.  Soc. 

(2)  Ancient  families  of  Bohemia  Manor, 
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environment  xn  which  it  was  placed.    It  'vvas  concei'ned  mor-c; 
with  intensive  spiritual  cultivation  than  ext  nsive  pi'opaga- 
tion.     It  could  only  successfully  operate  upon  those  ^vho 
were  alr^^ady  longing  to  separate  themselves  from  worldiness, 
and  v/ere  thus  i-esponsive  to  the  profouiid  pietistic  aspira- 
tions ".vhich  v/ei'e  the  breatn  of  the  Labadist  faith.    The  Laba 
dist  church  wa^  not  a  pioneer,  but  a  reforming  church.    But 
besides  this  it  had  a  heritage  fron.  its  founder,  formularies 
and  disciplinary  methods  which  militated  against  it,  even  in 
the  countries  whei-e  it  v/as  originally  developed,    Tne  com- 
munistic form  of  religious  organization  has  n<ivei'   beeii  suited 
to  longevity  or  larg„  accomplishments.   It  is  a  Utopian  ideal 
which  has  never  stood  the  test  of  practical  conditions. 

But  there  v/as  one  additional  reason  for  the  non- suc- 
cess of  Labadism,  and  that  was  the  char-~cter  of  those  who 
wei'e  at  the  heaa  of  the  community.    Though  Sluyter  seems 
to  have  been  a  man  of  almost  morbid  religious  tendencies 
seeking  by  severe  penances  to  destroy  all  v/orlci.iness  and  : 
fleshy  ci'avings  in  those  placed  under  him,  yet  thei'e  is 
abundance  of  evidence  to  demonstrate  him  to  have  bsen  a  man 
of  strong  mercenary  instincts.    There  are  discoverable  m  him 

none  of  the  sti-ong  personal _(^lements  which  presaged  success 
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fox*  the  pioneers  of  Puritanism,  Gatholicy,  Q,uakerisia  or  any 
otliCr  of  the  rigorous  systems  which  had  alr-eady,  oi*  which 
subsequently  camw  v/ith  a  conquering  spirit  to  possess  the 
new  world  for  God,    These  are  not  dogmatic  conclusions  but 
theses  which  appear  to  the  v/riter  from  a  study  of  the  whole 
subject  of  the  more  then  tenable. 

And  now  perhaps  this  paper  cannot  find  a  more  fit- 
tin,j;  close  than  is  offered  by  a  glance  at  the  declining  for- 
tunes of  Bohemia  Manor  which  had  afforded  the  Labadists  a 
secure  abode.   £prhr4ijm  Herman  its  founder  had  chei'ished  thj 
ambition  of  perpetuating  iiis  name  through  a  line  of  male 
descendents,  and  required  that  his  eldest  son,  ana  the  eldest 
son  of  each  of  his  descendents  in  the  line  of  pi-imogeniture 
should  incorporate  in  his  name  on  coming  into  possession  of 
Bohemia  Manor,  the  name  Augustine,  Bohemia  Manor  Bohemia 
Bridge,   St  Augustine  Manor,   The  three  Bohemia  Fl  is tsrs  and 
other  local  designations  pointing  to  his  own  name  ov   place  of 
nativity  all  indicate  the  supreme  passion  of  the  worthy  Bo- 
hemian.  He  made  his  last  will  in  1B84,  and  did  not  long 
survive  .    The  stone  which  once  marked  his  resting  place 
is  now  encased  in  a  wooden  box.    But  the  place  of  burial  of 
Augustine  Hei*man  is  probably  beyond  the  possibility  ol'  ac- 
curate Location, 
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The  stone  bears  the  following  msci'iption: -- 
Augustine  Herman 
The  fii'st  founder  and 
Seatsr  of  Bohemia  Manor 
Anno,  loGl, 
His  burial  on  this  manorial  estate  carried  out  a 
provision  of  a  will  which  he  made,  a.nd  wi.ich  though  never 

proved,  is  preserved  among  the  land  records  of  Baltimore 

&nd  \  ^^^ 

County  which  reads  as  follows:--   I  do  aijpoxnt  my  bui-ial  and 

sepulcher,  if  I  die  in  this  bay,  oi-  in  Delaware,  to  be  m 

Bohemia  Manor,  in  my  garden  by  my  wife  Jolianna  Varletts,  and 

that  a  great  supulclier  stone  shall  be  erected  upon  oui*  graves 

three  f-et  above  the  ground,  like  wnto   a  table,  with  engraven 

letters  that  I  am  the  first  seater  and  beginner  of  Bohemia 

Manor,  Anna  Domini,  1660  and  died"  etc,  (1) 

This  slab  of  oolite  remains  as  one  of  tne  few  relics 

of  one  of  those  old  ai'istocratie  manoi'ial  foundations  -.vhose 

glory  has  departed,   Thei-'  are  other  traces  of  former  days  to 

be  observed  upon  the  Manor, such  as  the  fovmdation  of  the  old 

Manor-house  which  v;as  destroyed  by  fire.   But  the  knowledge 

of  the  Labadists  has  become  such  a  fading  tradition  in  the 

locality  that  very  many  v/ho  have  been  born  and  raised  in  the 
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proximity  of  Bohemia  Manor,  nevei'  have  heard  of  the  sect  wh 
which  once  flourished  in  a  raildj/ay,  under  the  broad  tolera- 
tion  of  the  religious  policy  of  Marylandi proprietaries. 
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Bartlstt    Burleigh   James   v/as   born   in   the    ^d  cinity   of 
Oecilton,    Cecil    Co.,    Mai-yland ,   "stt^Augtist    tT:i«^r.,    18n6,    o-f*- 
Edward    C.    and  Elizabeth   James.  'V/hen  but    in  his    second    year 

his   parents  /removed   to   Baltimore    City,   wiisi^-TMS'  subsequant 
life   has    been  spent.-  -     --^     ' 

;^e  "received  his   early   education   in   the   public    schoofe  ^ 
or- -^tri't  inoTeT       At    the    age    of   sixteen  he    entered    into  mercan- 
tile   pursuits    of  various    kinds   uiiiiX-he-..amived /Sit    the^age 
-o^f-  21,  He    then  matriculated  -a-t  ^feste  ::ti  Maryland    College;     -/' 

graduatfi^fr:QiadtiiSJ?e-  in   1891.  The    follov/ing    fall   he    en- 

tered Westminster   Theological    Seminary   from  v/hich  he   gr-adua- 
ted    in   June    1892,    v/ith   the   degree    of   R.    r>.        A   fev;  months 
before   graduating  he   had    been   received    into  membership -i^A 
the   Maryland   Annual    Conference    of   the   M.    P/-''biiurch,    as   an   i- 
tinerant    preacher.  He    received   an   appointment    in  Ral  timoye 

'^ity,    and   in  the   fall   connected  himself  witli    the   graduate 
department    of    the    Johns  Hopkins   University^,,  adopting   History^ 
Politics    and   Philosophy   as   his' sub  jects  .  He    continued    in 

A 

full    connection  with   trie    University   for,  th^e,  next^tjiree    years. 
^ -tt^      '/-^L-^V^-'^-  i~^-^t\^    ^^'^"■^ /%x^<so^   //^sa^>i^«-- 


VITA. 


Bavtlett   Burleigh   James   v,cS   born   in   the  vicinity    of    Geciiton, 
Cecil    count...    Marylana,    August    6,18bo.      His   parent^   were   Rawara   C, 
and   Elizpbeth   James,    v.ho    early    -emoved   to   Baltimore   City,    where    the 
son  received  his    preliminary   education    in   the   public    schools.      At 
the   age   of   sixteen,    he    entered    into  mercantile   pursuits    of  various 
j        kinds,      ^t    the   age    of    twenty-one,    he  matriculatea   m   the   Western 
I.aryland    College   and  was    graduated   in   1891.      The   following  autumn 
he    entered  Westminster   Theologic^a    Seminary    from  v,hich   ne   was   graa- 
uated   in  June,  1892^ v/ith    the   aegree    of   B.D,      A    few  months   before 
g-rdupting,    he   had  been  received    into    the   Iviaryiand  Annual   Confer- 
ence   of    the   Methodist   Protestant   Churcri  as   an   itinerant   preacher. 
Ke   received  an  appomtu.ent    in  Baltimore    City,    wnere    in   the   fail    of 
1892,    he    connected  himself  with   the    graduate   departi'.ent    of    the 

Jomip  Hopkins   Unive^ity.    ^^^Jf^^ ,f  ^'^ ''^^^^^.mtJ'i^Wri^^ 
^-^/fiis   chosen  subjects.      He   continaea    in  regular  -gomiection  with    tne 
/  Dniversity  for    the    next    three   years,    and,    after   further   stuay   as   a 

A 

resio.ent   pastor   in  Washington  and   at    Harper's   Ferry,    West   Virginia. 
he    received    the    degree   of  Ph.D.    in  Baltimore^ in   June, 1897. 
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